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OAL Asks for Western Help in Transforming RSA 


18290719209] Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in Enelish 1500 GMT 29 Jul 91 


{Text} The Organization of African Unity has called on 
industrial democracies in Europe, United States, and 
Japan to devote more energy in persuading the Pretoria 
regime to move rapidly with arrangements for the 
democratization of South Africa [RSA]. The chairman of 
the organization, President Ibrahim Babangida, made 
the appeal in Abuja today when he declared opened the 
seventh session of the Ad Hoc Committee on Southern 
Atrica 


General Babangida demanded that the Western nations 
should use the leverage conferred on them by their lifting 
of sanctions against South Africa to persuade President 
Frederik de Klerk to take fundamental steps towards the 
political change. The OAU chairman said that Africa 
expected nothing less from them, because their economic 
sanctions in the past had been of tremendous impact. He 
also maintained that the industrial democracies had a 
duty to vigorously support democratic change in South 
\frica since democracy and human freedom constituted 
a core value in those countries. 


(sen. Babangida renewed his call on all black groups to 
come together under the proposed United Front which is 
scheduled to be inaugurated in August or September this 
year. He expressed happiness that the African National 
Congress. ANC, Pan-Africanist Congress, and Nkharta 
Movement had accepted the idea of an all-party confer- 
ence. The OAU chairman, therefore, appealed to all the 
parties to approach the proposed conference with a 
positive spirit. 


The meeting is being attended by six African leaders, 
while seven other states are represented by either prime 
ministers or foreign ministers. It 1s considering an 
\frican response to the latest moves by President Fred- 
erik de Klerk to dismantle apartheid as well as the recent 
lifting of economic sanctions against the Pretoria regime 
by some countries. 


The meeting will take a decision on the stand of African 
countries as regards the lifting of economic embargo on 
the racists. Also being considered are the level of nego- 
trations within the nationalist movements and racist 
authorities and ways of uniting the anti-apartheid orga- 
nizations. 


OAL on Constituent Assembly for South Africa 


183007172891 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in Enelish 2100 GMT 29 Jul 91 


ieat] The OAU Ad Hoc Committee on Southern Africa 
has demanded the election of a constituent assembly and 
the formation of an interim administration to draw up a 
democratic, nonracial constitution in South Africa. 
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In a communique issued at the end of its meeting in 
Abuja today, the committee called on the international 
community to exert maximum pressure on the Pretoria 
regime to effect these changes. It stated that the collusion 
with the Inkatha movement and the secret funding of the 
organization had cast serious doubts on the honesty and 
commitment of the racist government to change. The 
communique added that the scandal had also confirmed 
that the South African Government was sponsoring the 
township violence and destabilizing the liberation move- 
ments. It therefore decided to intensify diplomatic and 
other international sanctions to compel the racist author- 
ities to create a conducive atmosphere for the com- 
mencement of negotiations leading to the promulgation 
of a new constitution. The OAU chairman, President 
Ibrahim Babangida, was mandated to mobilize support 
for the realization of these objectives. 


On the question of sanctions, the Ad Hoc Committee 
noted that as a potent weapon and an integral part of the 
Strategy in the struggle against apartheid, sanctions 
would continue to be needed to bring the Pretoria regime 
to the negotiation table. 


Babangida: Inkatha Funding Must Not Hinder Talks 


MB3007151091 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] The chairman of the Organization of African 
Unity, President Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria, says the 
Inkatha funding controversy should not be allowed to 
destroy valuable progress made in the negotiation pro- 
cess in South Africa. He said the incident had proved to 
black South Africans that the degree of bitterness among 
ethnic groups in South Africa was not as serious as it was 
made out to be. Earlier the OAU decided to maintain 
sanctions against South Africa. 


Heads of State Arrive for Liberia Conference 


AB3007055591 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1245 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Text] The Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] Ad Hoc Committee, which was created a 
month ago to find a solution to the Liberian crisis, 1s 
holding a meeting in Yamoussoukro, our political and 
administrative capital. All the participants taking part in 
the deliberations under the chairmanship of the Ivorian 
head of state, President Houphouet-Boigny, have 
arrived. From Yamoussoukro, Bernard Ake, our special 
correspondent, reports: 


[Begin recording] [Ake] We noted the arrivals in the 
following order: 1000 GMT—the arrival of Mr. 
Bitikotipou Yagninim, Togolese minister of justice 
acting as deputy for President Etienne Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema. Forty-five minutes later, at 1045, Mr. Charles 
Taylor, chairman of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, arrived from Man on board an Air Ivoire Fokker 
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28. He was followed shortly afterwards by Professor 
Amos Sawyer, whose aircraft, a C-406, landed at 1100. 
Charles Taylor and Amos Sawyer were welcomed on 
arrival by Mr. Esy Amara, Ivorian minister of foreign 
affairs, before being greeting by Prime Minister Alassane 
Dramane Ouattara. Half an hour later, the Boeing 727 
Senegalese presidential jet landed, carrying Presidents 
Abdou Diouf of Senegal, Alhaji Sir Dawda Jawara of 
The Gambia, and General Joao Bernardo Vieira of 
Guinea-Bissau. They were all welcomed by the prime 
minister, Mr. Alassane Ouattara, supported by a few 
government members. Military honors punctuated by 
gunshots greeted the three heads of state, who later shook 
hands with the crowd. 


At the VIP Lounge of the Yamoussoukro airport, Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf, on behalf of his peers of The Gambia 
and Guinea-Bissau, thanked President Houphouet- 
Boigny for convening the meeting once more and 
expressed the hope of seeing the Liberian drama buried 
once and for all: 


[Diouf] | am always very happy anytime I find myself in 
the Ivory Coast, and I am sure I am expressing the view 
of my elder brother and friend, President Dawda 
Kairaba Jawara, outgoing ECOWAS chairman, and that 
of my younger brother and friend, President Joao Ber- 
nardo Vieira of Guinea-Bissau, when I say that we are 
very happy and very proud today to be here again on 
Ivorian soil, particularly in Yamoussoukro. We can 
immediately begin by especially thanking our elder 
brother and doyen, President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, 
as well as his government and people for the exception- 
ally warm reception just accorded us. 


We have come to this meeting full of hope: the hope of 
seeing an end at last to the Liberian drama. We are also 
sure that as we sit around our doyen, President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, chairman of the Committee of Five, 
we will be able to find practical so'utions with the spirit 
of the meeting that was already held here in Yamoussou- 
kro. This is our ambition, and we are sure that, God 
willing, this ambition will be achieved under the direc- 
tion of President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 


[Ake] Those were the first remarks of President Abdou 
Diouf, the current ECOWAS chairman, when he arrived 
a short while ago in Yamoussoukro. As we broadcast, the 
preliminary talks have begun. Here in Yamoussoukro, 
there is a lot of hope for a happy end to the Liberian 
conflict. [end recording] 


Houphouet-Boigny on Efforts To End Liberian War 


AB3007174891 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 0700 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] For the second time, members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Economic Community of West 
African States [ECOWAS] in charge of finding a solution 
to the Liberian crisis met in Yamoussoukro yesterday. 
The whole afternoon was devoted to talks which will be 
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continued in a month in Yamoussoukro. Here is a repom 
by Bernard Ake, our special correspondent in Yamous- 
soukro: 


{Begin recording} [Ake] The Yamoussoukro Ad Hoc 
Committee will meet again in Yamoussoukro in a month 
to continue the negotiations; that is to say. nothing 
definite was decided at the end of the Yamoussoukro 
meeting. Talks between the Yamoussoukro committee 
members and Liberian delegations ended last night at 
2030. President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, chairman of 
the committee, who spoke to the press, said this second 
meeting was crowned with success. This encourages the 
Yamoussoukro group to persevere in its efforts for a 
happier and more human solution to Liberia’s politica! 
Situation. 


For one month now, this situation has markedly improved 
The two major opponents in the conflict, Amos Sawyer and 
Charles Taylor, agreed to do their best to finally restore 
normal! political life in Liberia. In any case. the Yamous- 
soukro committee's feat in the Liberian conflict is to have 
succeeded in bringing together at the negotiations table 
Amos Sawyer and Charles Taylor. something which was 
impossible a few months ago. Thus, there is promising hope 
and President Houphouet-Boigny clearly said this before the 
journalists: 


{Houphouet-Boigny] Our efforts are continuing. You 
must understand what has been going on in the world 
since we have been on this earth. War 15 always easy to 
wage. Some wars were won in three days, but peace 1s 
more difficult to achieve. We cannot tell you that we 
have been able to overcome alli the difficulties in one 
day. One thing 1s for sure, and I said it earlier: Our efforts 
have been successful, and they will be continued in order 
to achieve total and longstanding peace in Liberia. We 
will succeed: we are sure of it. We ask you to share this 
optimism with us. We will achieve peace in Liberia. 


We have asked the Carter Committee to organize elec- 
tions in Liberia. The final objective is the organization of 
free and democratic elections in Liberia. Conditions 
must be created for security, the free movement of 
voters, unrestrained voting 1n total peace and security 

This is what we have been working for. This 1s the first 
time that the five have met with the representative of the 
Carter Committee. We have made progress. Do not ask 
for miracles. Have you heard of any war that has lasted 
one, two, or three years and ended after one day of talks’ 
Be indulgent with us. We want to succeed. 


We will meet again with you here in a month. This ts to 
tell you that things are going well. If we had failed. we 
would not have told you to come back in a month. We 
have not failed. We have done a good job. Trust has been 
maintained. The cease-fire is fully in effect and lasting 
We now need security for the elections and we are 
working on that. How can you talk of refugees returning 
if security 1s not ensured in the country”? Trust us. We are 
all aware of these problems. We are working to makc 
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sure that conditions are met and the final objective— 
peace in dignity and ,ustice, but also a peace that must 
lead to free and democratic elections—is achieved. This 
entails a lot of effort which will be continued. We are 
satisfied with what has been done so far in one month 
and we will continue these efforts in trust. Do share this 
trust with us. 


[Ake] That was President Felix Houphouet-Boigny’s 
statement to the press following the meeting on the 
Liberian conflict. Another meeting will be held in a 
month to continue the negotiations. The various delega- 
tions leave Yamoussoukro today. [end recording] 


Zimbabwe's Muzenda Urges Economic Integration 


MB3007142291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1329 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Harare July 30 SAPA—African governments 
should bury their regional, ethnic and political differ- 
ences and come together to work for economic integra- 
tion of the continent, Zimbabwean Vice-President 
Simon Muzenda said on Tuesday, reports ZIANA 
national news agency. Opening the | 2th regular meeting 
of the assembly of governors of the Association of 
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African Central Banks (AACB), Mr Muzenda said Africa 
risked being marginajised if the continent could not 
achieve economic cohesion. 


“In view of the developments taking place in... interna- 
tional economies, the need for African countries to speed 
up the process of economic integration cannot be over- 
emphasised because, should Africa fail to achieve eco- 
nomic integration, she risks being marginalised. It 1s, 
therefore, important that our governments work together 
single-mindedly for a common cause and bury whatever 
differences, be they regional, ethnic or political, we may 
have,” Mr Muzenda said. He welcomed the recent 
signing of the charter of the African economic commu- 
ni.y by the Organisation of African Unity as a step 
towards further deepening Afmcan economic integra- 
tion. 


“The formation of the Maghreb Union, new integration 
efforts by the Preferential Trade Area for eastern and 
southern African states, the Economic Community of 
West African States and other sub-regional economic 
groups also underscore the willingness of African coun- 
tries to rely more on their collective efforts,” he said. 


4 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Cameroon 


Debt Rescheduling Agreement Signed With Italy 


1829, 7093591 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network in 
French 1900 GMT 26 Jul 91 


{Text} Italy is rescheduling Cameroon's debt. The cere- 
mony marking Italy’s goodwill gesiure took place at the 
Ministry of Finance in Yaound. today. Cameroon was 
represented by state secretary for finance, and Italy by its 
ambassador here. In all, a three-b:llion CFA franc debt 
was rescheduled with a grace period of six years. 


Chad 


Deby at MIPS Congress on New Freedoms, Elections 


{82807124091 Ndjamena RNT Radio in French 
1900 GMT 25 Jul 91 


|Address by Colonel Idriss Deby, head of state and 
chairman of the Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS), at 
the opening ceremony of the second congress of the 
movement in Ndjamena on 25 July—recorde<aj 


{Excerpts} Honorable members of the MPS, honorable 
members of the Executive Council, delegates, distin- 
guished guests, activists: Seventeen months ago the MPS 
was born at Ndjamena. A handful of men, without 
support, isolated and penniless, found themselves [words 
indistinct} the disparity of strength and means—a situa- 
tion which looked (hopeless). [Passage indistinct] We 
were faced by a merciless dictatorship, powerfully 
armed, a dreadful, brutal, and expeditious police force; 
and political and military forces (?determined) to crush 
us. Most analysts would consider us as [words indis- 
tinct}, Nobody at that time considered that [words 
indistinct} of our weapons marked the faith of the 
patriots in the future of our country and their determi- 
nation to die for the tnumph of freedom and justice in 
Chad. [passage omitted] 


This victory over repression and terror has enabled us 
today to envisage a radical transformation of the polit- 
ical system in Chad. In memory of our martyrs who fell 
on the battlefield, or who perished in cells from torture, 
i invite you to join me in observing a minute of silence. 
[pause] Thank you. May they rest in peace. 


Activists, today we are in Ndjamena for our second 
congress, at a time when other movements in other 
countries are getting ready to live through major political 
events. We are also meeting now after a brief period of 
experience in management and freedom. [Word indis- 
tinct} which has already taken place in the direction of 
the country already deserve the scrutiny of our actions 
and behavior in the light of the objectives and rules 
mapped out by our constitutive congress and the expec- 
tations of the Chadian people. 
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The action of 6 December last year [words indistinct] 
interdependent: strengthening of order and security; 
establishing or restoring [words indistinct] of the rule of 
law; rejuvenating the administrative machinery so as to 
bring it closer to the people and to achieve optimal 
output; consolidating national unily; promo.ing basic 
freedoms and [words indistinct] norms; and the estab- 
lishment of true democracy sustained by the aforemen- 
tioned actions. 


Activists, when we took over the running of the country 
in December 1990, the economic situation was lamen- 
table. The country was in a critical condition [wurds 
indistinct] the citizens were subjected to systematic 
racketeering, and to cap it all off, dictators fled with the 
coffers. We had to gather funds from within the MPS to 
pay the salaries of the civil servants [words indistinct]. 
The looting which went with the change cost the public 
finances dearly. Indeed, we had to (?reorganize) the 
public service, repair the buildings, and ensure normal 
work. These were not accounted for in the 1991 budget. 


Psychologically, Habre’s dictatorship has put the people 
in a State of profound shock. Citizens gave up any notion 
of intellectual or political reflection, because they 
thought [words indistinct] to death, unless one suc- 
ceeded in (?sneaking) out of the country. Massive arbi- 
trary repression worsened divisions and mistrust, and at 
a time when hope was beginning to rekindle in the 
agonizing political prisoners, thousands of honest Chad- 
ians were crossing borders for fear of reprisals. [passage 
omitted] 


Well, the MPS thought that these (?flights) could be 
stopped through [word indistinct]. We decided, there- 
fore, to put an end to the settlement of personal scores 
and regional, religious, or ethnic persecutions so as to 
build a united Chad. We asked the nation to demonstrate 
(unity) and love in order to [words indistinct]. We 
proposed to Chadians democracy, a system which would 
enable each person to express his opinion and to mani- 
fest his options without violence. [applause] [passage 
omitted] 


Activists, | would like to come back to the broad outlines 
of our action—the (?question) of security, for instance. 
As soon as established, the Council of State settled down 
to the setting up of the forces of security, especially in the 
capital. The council adopted measures [word indistinct] 
and at the national level by the creation of the Chadian 
National Army. [passage omitted] 


The MPS does not intend to suppress freedoms. If that 
were our objective, we [word indistinct] by punishing 
certain serious blunders of which some people were 
guilty. We have sometimes considered these blunders as 
errors of apprenticeship, and we have preferred to draw 
the attention of citizens to the need to [words indistinct]. 
Activists, I call to witness the Chadians who travel to 
other countries and the foreigners who live in our midst. 
There 1s no country around where (?citizens can) express 
themselves as freely as 1s done in Chad. [passage 
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omitted] We know of groups which have [words indis- 
t:nct] with the only intention of casting a slur on the 
image of the MPS and sow doubts in the minds of the 
people. We perfectly know their (leaders) [words indis- 
tinct] [passage omitted]. We expect each Chadian to 
make an effort to manage the freedoms at his own level. 
[passage Omitted] 


Activists, these blunders of apprenticeship will not pre- 
vent us from making headway along the path we have 
mapped out for ourselves. Our objective has been known 
since the Ndjamena congress. The first (?phase) of our 
tumetable is already underway, since the commission 
charged with preparing the texts on the formation of 
political parties has already settled down to business. It 
will be on the basis of the text to be submitted by this 
commission to the government that political parties will 
be formed legally between now and the end of the year. 


We will also prepare for the national conference sched- 
uled to take place in tae course of 1992. This conference 
will prepare a draft constitution which will be put to a 
referendum. Thereafter, we shall have presidential, leg- 
islative, and other elections. We will have thus estab- 
ushed in our country the multiparty democracy which 
we promised and for which we have made so much 
sacrifice. [applause] 


Deby on Introduction o: Multiparty Democracy 


PM2907144291 Paris LE FIGARO in French 26 Jul 
Yip4 


[Interview with President Idriss Deby by Pierre Dar- 
court in Ndjamena; date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Darcourt] After more than six months in 
power, do you think you can keep the promises you 
made to the Chadian people and carry out your domestic 
policy program? 


[Deby] Before answering your question, | would like to 
recall some facts. To measure his progress in life, a man 
must have a goal and reference points. In April 1989, 
Habre forced us to make a cruel choice—prison, death. 
or insurrection. We chose insurrection. At that time, we 
were only a handful of men without support, isolated. 
and without resources. Behind us we had a barren, 
desolate land—a desert of thorns and rocks. 


In front of us we had a heavily armed dictatorship, an 
implacable political police force, obstinate in tracking 
down and liquidating our families and friends. Most 
analysts regarded us as mad or desperate. 


{Darcourt] Twenty months later, however... 


[Deby] ....we entered Ndjamena. Neither Habre nor the 
analysts had taken account of our determination. There 
are words which have a heavy cost in blood—courage. 
honor, dignity. They are inseparable from our comrades 
who gave their lives in all the assaults for freedom and 
justice 
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{Darcourt] But are you now in a position to keep your 
promises” 


{Deby] We promised to carry through national reconcil- 
:auion and establish a rule-of-law state in Chad. We 
regard that promise as a debt. When we entered the 
capital, the people were in a state of shock. Years of 
repression had paralyzed the citizens because thinking, 
talking, and expressing of \nions led straight io prison or 
death. Habre had fled with the money. His aides or 
agents, thousands of Chadians from the Army or who 
were simply tersfied crossed the borders for fear of 
reprisals. 


A war was clearly ending, but another was being pre- 
pared in the shadows. It is this tragic cycle which has 
been repeated for years in Chad, reviving confrontations 
and conflicts. Well, we thought that that cycle could be 
stopped. By pardoning people. We decided to end score- 
settling and persecutions and rebuild a united Chad, and 
the refugees and those living in exile were reassured and 
returned en masse. 


{Darcourt}] In practical terms. how do you plan to 
establish democracy? 


[Deby] By positive preparatory measures. Strengthening 
order and security. The gendarmerie 1s having its tradi- 
tional military and legal role restored. We are working to 
ensure the independence of the judiciary and to elimi- 
nate arbitrariness. At the same time, a national army 1s 
being selected and trained. The first regiment of that 
army was sworn in a few days ago. 


Our aim 1s to merge all the forces inherited from political 
and military organizations in a professional army, 
smaller, apolitical, and more efficient. Finally, we have 
given very firm orders for the civil service to return to 
proper proportions. At the same time, we have estab- 
lished very tight control of the customs and undertaken 
to eliminate fraud. 


{Darcourt}] What are the results of that? 


[Deby] They speak for themselves. In the past two 
months, customs revenue has trebled. That 1s good, but 
we must do better. A competition has been opened to 
recruit 250 customs officers who will be trained by 
French advisers. In three months, therefore, we will have 
rigorous professionals to ensure that this service, which 
is vital to the state, functions fully. Another encouraging 
sign picked up by a commission of treasury experts 1s 
that the level of income tax payments in 1991 is higher 
than in 1980. Finally, all civil servants are being paid 
res arly 


{Darcourt] But 1s not the introduction of a multiparty 
system worrying many African heads of state who are 
afraid of being destabilized or swept away” 


[Deby] Not us. We have pledged to establish a pluralist 
democracy in Chad. We are capable of successfully 
fulfilling that pledge. The process 1s under way. National 
political life is moving. Two trade unions are operating 
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fully. A human rights league has been set up in Ndja- 
mena, which means that it will work on cases with the 
legal and governmental authorities on the basis of spe- 
cific verfiable facts, not false allegations. 


Of course, we also must not forget the press which enjoys 
complete unbridled freedom, which is without prece- 
dent. There is no question of suppressing this new and 
exuberant freedom. There are rules common to all 
democracies to limit any excesses—the exercise of the 
right of reply and recourse to law in cases of slander. 


{Darcourt] Can you give some indications of your polit- 
ical timetable? 


[Deby] Yes. The documents on the functioning of polit- 
ical parties will be submitted to the government in a few 
days. It will be possible to form parties legally before the 
end of the year. There is only one limitation—no region- 
alist, tribalist, or religous party. Chad is a secular 
republic in which ethnic groups are now equal. 


We will then prepare for the national conference sched- 
uled for May 1992. This conference will draft a consti- 
tution on which there will be a referendum. The presi- 
dential and parliamentary elections will come later. 
[passage omitted] 


Ruling Party Extraordinary Congress Ends 
L.D2907201291 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] The extraordinary congress of the Popular 
Movement for National Salvation [MPS], the party in 
power, ended yesterday evening in Chad. Its closure was 
characterized mainly by rallies that were quite unex- 
pected. Celestin Topona reports: 


[Topona] At the MPS extraordinary congress there was 
some internal reorganization but also the surprise 
coopting of several former dignitaries of the former 
National Union for Independence and Revolution, 
Hissein Habre’s party, as well as personalities and cadres 
not belonging to any political group. Some of them only 
learned that they had been named when they heard it on 
radio and television. President Idriss Deby explained 
that it was because of concern about opening up that the 
MPS had [word indistinct] violence. 


The congress acknowledged that using arms to solve the 
many problems in Chad ts not the best method and laid 
stress on the reorganization of the Army which has to be 
apolitical, on the establishment of security which is very 
uncertain at the moment, and on the affirmation of an 
independent judicial system, as well as the impartial and 
respective implementation of the decisions of the court 
martial. On the subject of political parties and the 
national conference, the congress ratified Idriss Deby’s 
proposals. Everything is thus going to be played out 
between December 1991 and May 1992. [passage 
omitted] 
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Rwanda 


Rebels Said Contiruing Bombardment From Uganda 


EA3007211091 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 30 
Jul 91 


[Text] While our various officials are travelling 
throughout the country to launch or to commission 
development projects, the legendary enemies of our 
peace and our development—that 1s, the rebel cock- 
roaches [inyenzi-inkotanyi}—continue to bomb areas of 
Ruhengeri and Syumba Prefectures located along the 
border with Uganda. For more than two weeks, and 
because they cannot infiltrate Rwandan territory, the 
rebels have indulged with pleasure in this bloody opera- 
tion aimed at ravaging the infrastructure of the region, 
chasing the inhabitants from their homes, and ran- 
sacking their properties. 


According to military sources in Kigali today, the vol- 
cano region in Ruhengeri Prefecture was once again 
bombed from Ugandan territory. While carrying out this 
almost daily bloody and devastating shelling, Rwandan 
Patriotic Front leaders continue to fool the world by 
trying to sell their thesis, which stresses fallacious pre- 
texts of peace, development, and democracy being estab- 
lished in Rwanda; nobody, however, will from now on be 
misled by these experts in falsehood. 


Zaire 


Conference Preparations Reviewed; Date Confirmed 
EA2907124091 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 
05800 GMT 28 Jul 91 


[Excerpts] Here is a report about the sovereign national 
conference, which is due to start on Wednesday, 31 July. 
at the People’s Palace. [Word indistinct] the Mulumba 
Lukoji: government, which has been reappointed, is 
determined to make it a success. The issue was at the 
center of the discussions in a Council of Ministers 
meeting. Prime Minister Mulumba Lukoji chaired the 
meeting, which took place after the swearing-in of the 
enlarged transitional government. The Council of Min- 
isters confirmed that the national conference would start 
on 31 july. In addition, according io the spokesman of 
the interim council, the secretary of state for information 
and press, Nzuzi Mulamba, the progress of preparations 
for the conference 1s satisfactory: 


[Begin Mulamba recording} Due to the urgent need to 
study some current issues, an extraordinary Council of 
Ministers meeting was held on Saturday, 27 July 1991, at 
the N'sele Hall under the chairmanship of the prime 
minister, Mulumba Lukoji, immediately after the swear- 
ing-in of the Cabinet. [passage omitted] 
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In his introductory address to the extraordinary council 
on Saturd:.v, 27 July 1991, the prime minister once again 
reiterated what was al stake politically in the national 
conference by stressing the responsibility and contribu- 
tion of each member of the government and the coun- 
try’s administration, both during the preparations for 
and the holding of the conference. As part of the efforts 
to ensure the complete success of the work of the 
national conference, the Council of Ministers has 
announced the suspension of other foreign and local 
activities by the public authorities and has ordered every 
member of the government to make every effort to 
ensure, during the entire period of the conference, the 
continuity of government services and economic and 
social activities. 


Concerning the evaluation of the level of preparations 
for the national conference, the Council of Ministers 
heard a related report by the deputy prime minister and 
minister of territorial administration and decentraliza- 
tion dealing with the satisfactory work in progress of 
Carrying out the preparations. As a result, the date of 3) 
July for the start of the conference will be respected, in 
conformity with a program to be announced soon by the 
State protocol. [passage omitted] [end recording} 


Opposition Plans ‘Test of Streagth’ 
LD3007193191 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1600 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] In Zaire the opposition has been holding a 
meeting in Kinshasa all day to prepare for the nationai 
conference which is due to open tomorrow. On behalf of 
the Sacred Front [Front Sacre}, which groups together 
130 opposition parties, Etienne Tshisekedi announced 
what priorities would be championed by the opposition 
at this conference. Valerie Hirsch: 


[Hirsch] According to the Union for Democracy and 
Social Progress—the UDPS, the party of Etienne 
Tshisekedi—100,000 people were present at the 
meeting, which was held peacefully in the Tata Raphael 
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Stadium. Moreover, no special police presence was vis- 
ible. The main leaders of the opposition spoke out from 
the platform; they called on the people to go out 
tomorrow morning and occupy the area surrounding the 
Palais du People [People’s Palace], which will be acco- 
modating the national conference. 


Etienne Tshisekedi announced the opposition’s program 
for this conference, which is due to assemble no ‘ess than 
2,800 delegates from all the political, economic, and 
social spheres of Zaire. It will be a question first of ail of 
checking the vaiidity of the mandate of these delegates 
and turning away any fictitious organizations. The 
Sacred Front will then immedia’2ly initiate the test of 
strength by calling for the resignation of the government 
of Mulumba Lukoji, the dissolution of parliament and of 
the MPR [Popular Movement of the Revolution] and 
finally the dismissal of President Mobutu and the instai- 
lation of a transitional government. The opposition 
fears, however, that the regime in power may find a final 
pretext to postpone the holding of this conference once 
more. 


Nguza Says Mobutu Plans ‘State of Siege’ 


FA2907062091 London BBC World Service 
in English 1708 GMT 28 Jul 91 


[From the “Afncan News” program] 


[Text] An opposition politician in Zaire, Mr. Jean Nguza 
Karl-I-Bond, has accused the government of “resident 
Mobutu of preparing to declare a state of siege uhead of 
the national conference on the country’s political future 
next week. Speaking at a rally in Kinshasa last night, Mr. 
Nguza said this was to prevent the conference carrying 
out its duties. He said the first of these duties was to 
decide the fate of President Mobutu, whom he accused 
of ruling unconstitutionally since he first postponed the 
national conference in April. But Mr. Nguza added that 
the president could only be removed from power once 
free elections were organized. 
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Ethiopia 


Tamirat Layne To Continue as Prime Minster 


EA3007070891 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia 
in Amharic 1700 GUT 29 Jul 9! 


Neinoi? 


{Excerpts} Mr. Tamirat Layne was unanimously elected 
today by the Council of Representatives as the prime 
minister of the transiticna’ government. [passage 
omitted] The council, in meetings held from 28 July 
until this afternoon, discussed the powers and responsi- 
bilities of the president, the prime minister, and the 
Council of Ministers, and approved the draft decrees on 
these issues. As well as approviag these decrees, the 
Council approved the appointment of the prime minister 
for the transitional period, as presented by the president. 
The council democraticall’: discussed these items and 
approved them. The council unanimously elected Mr. 
Tamirat Layne as prime minister of the transitional 
administration. Mr. Layne was elected by the Council 
after President Meles Zenawi nominated Mr. Layne in 
accordance with the powers vested in him by the charter 
The council members held a discuss:on and then voted. 
Mr. Layne was then appointed prime minister for the 
transitional period. [passage omitted] 


Sudan Begins Repatriation of Ethiopian Refugees 
EA3007112091 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia 
Network in Amharic 1700 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Text] More than 18,000 Ethiopian refugees, who fled to 
eastern Sudan when the Workers Party of Ethiopia 
[WPE] Dergue government was toppled last May began 
returning to their country today. According to the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees [UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees] spokesman in Khartoum, a total of 
20 flights will have to be made to bring the refugees from 
the Sudanese border town of Kassala to Addis Ababa. 
Sudan Airways intend to make three charter flights a day 
carrying more than 300 people per trip. 


It will be recalled that the agreement on repatriation was 
reached between the Sudanese and Ethiopian Govern- 
ments and the UNHCR two weeks ago in Addis Ababa. 
During their stay in Sudan the refugees have faced 
shortages of food and medicine as well as suffering from 
weather conditions. Although the UNHCR indicates 
that there are 50,000 Ethiopian refugees in Sudan, the 
Khartoum government states that there are more than 
162,000 Ethiopian refugees there. 


Ex-Officers Claim Eritreans Killed Unarmed Troops 


AB3007214091 Paris AFP in English 1906 GMT 
30 Jul 91 


[Text] Addis Ababa, July 30 (AFP)}—Eritrean rebels 
massacred 4,000 unarmed troops from the forces of 
former Ethiopian leader Mengistu Haile Mariam after 
seizing control of the Eritrean capital of Asmera in May, 
officers from the former government army satd Tuesday. 
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One officer said that the troops of the Eritrean People’s 
Libe ration Front (EPLF) had opened fire on a group of 
2740 routed government troops near Asmera after 
promising to ,.ant them safe passage if they lay down 
their arms. 


“Once we had given up our weapons, the EPLF rounded 
us up, pretending that they were going to give us food 
and water. All of a sudden they opened fire and more 
than 2,000 of us were killed while unarmed,” he said. 
Another commander said that 2 000 more government 
troops were killed in an idenucal incident 20 kilometers 
(12 miles) from the Sudanese border. 


A third officer said that the EPLF had wiped out much of 
nis regiment after commanders ordered their troops to 
unload their weapons while leaving Asmera, where the 
population had been cooperative with government 
forces. The officers, among the first from the former 
government army to return to Addis Ababa after fleeing 
to the Sudan following Mr. Mengistu’s overthrow, 
arrived on Tuesday aboard a specially chartered plane. 
Dawit Abeba. a spokesman for a committee responsible 
for rehabilitating the former troops, said that 46,400 
soldiers and 3.600 officers fled to Sudan after the fall of 
Asmera. 


One returning commander blamed the defeat on “prob- 
lems with logistics and the command in Addis Ababa.” 
Many others said the EPLF stripped fleeing government 
forces of all their possessions, including their shoes and 
clothing, leaving them clad only in underwear. Mr. 
Dawit said that the repatriation of former government 
troops and officers would continue in coming days. 
State-run Addis Ababa radio, monitored in Nairobi, said 
that the troops’ return was in line with an agreement 
between the Ethiopian Government and the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). 
“Five hundred soldiers arrived on Monday and more are 
expected to return shortly’, the radio added. 


ELF-Unified Organization's Nawad Interviewed 


PM 3007114691 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 27 Jul 91 p § 


[Telephone interview with Mohammed Said Nawad, 
chairmar of the Political Bureau of the Eritrean Libera- 
tion From Unified Organization, in Khartoum by 
Sayyid Ahmad Khalifah in Djibouti, date not given] 


{Excerpts} [Khalifah] The Unified Organization Execu- 
tive Committee had a meeting recently. What did you 
discuss and decide? Of course, there is no question of 
your talking about what you regard as secret decisions! 


[Nawad] We discussed all Eritrean affairs following the 
complete liberation. We emphasized our support for the 
referendum principle. This 1s a new position, because we 
hoped that Eritrea’s independence would be announced 
immediately. We decided to intensify efforts for Eritrean 
unity. 
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{[Khalifah] What formula do you consider suitable for 
that unity, especially because the Eritrean People’s Lib- 
eration Front [EPLF] is raising the “merger” principle 
within its Organization and line? 


[Nawad] The Ethiopians chose a practical meihod to 
unite themselves—namely, the conference in Addis 
Ababa for all Ethiopian groups and influentiai figures, 
including nationalist, religious, and academic figures. 
We of the Unified Organization believe that 11 1s possible 
to apply the same approach in the Eritrean-Eritrean 
dialugue. We call for a nat‘onal conference for all En- 
treans. [passage omitted] 


{[Khalifah] Some believe that the new Ethiopian position 
on Eritrea’s independence 1s unclear and ambiguous. 
How do you see 11” 


[Nawad] Before and after their Addis Ababa conference, 
and actually before their invasion of Addis Ababa and 
assumption of power, they—the Ethiopian Democratic 
Front—announced their support for our people's right to 
self-determination, but there i* clearly likely to be back- 
tracking on this principle if we Eritreans do not unite. 
This, in the knowledge that, as is known, the same 
reasons were responsible for delaying and obstructing 
Eritrea’s indepzndence in the early fifties. 


[Khalifah] After the recent efforts made in search of a 
new Eritrean position, have you noticed any change in 
the EPLF’s line and its view of unified Eritrean action? 


[Nawad] Very regrettably, we have not noticed any 
change in the EPLF’s behavior and policies 


{[Khalifah] After the Sudanese measure to end your 
activities and close your offices throughout Sudan you 
were forced to push your forces forward toward the 
Eritrean arena. Do you expect an offensive on them from 
the EPLF” 


{ Nawad] Very regrettably, this is expected, and the EPLF 
has a history of expelling and eliminating others. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


{[Khalifah] Why do you not talk to the Ethiopians so that 
they will play a role in uniting the Eritrean scene by 
virtue of your friendly relations with Isayas Afewerk1? 


| Nawad] We have taken such a step and expect from the 
Ethiopians a positive role vis-a-vis our unity. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


Djibouti Accord, Composition of Government Viewed 


AB3007222091 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
ISIS GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Text] The different groups in Somalia are now busy 
trying to make the Djibouti peace agreement signed just 
over a week ago work in practice. Six organizations were 
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in Djibouti to unravel Somali politics in the wake of 
ex-President Siad Barre’s departure. Among them, the 
USC [United Somali Congress], which set up an interim 
government in Mogadishu after Siad Barre’s fall, and the 
SPM [Somali Patriotic Movement], and the SDSF 
{Somali Democratic Salvation Front], which fought 
against that takeover until the Djibouti agreement was 
signed. But the SNM [Somali National Movement] 
stayed away from the talks, insisting that its declaration 
of independence for northern Somalia still stood. Hassan 
Ali Mireh, a leading member of the SDSF, is in London. 
Robin White asked him who got what under the Djibouti 
agreement: 


[Begin zecording] [Mireh] Well, in the formation of the 
government, really, the post of the president was given to 
the USC, United Somali Congress, while the post of two 
vice presidents—one was given to the Somali Demo- 
cratic Movement and the other was given to SPM/SFAS 
[expansion unknown]. The prime ministership was given 
to the north. No specific individual or specific organiza- 
tion was named in the resolution. But it was given to the 
north... 


{White, interrupting] Did you have it in mind thes oe 
SNM should take up that post, then? 


[Mireh] Well, I think any member of ti th who 
qualifies for that post and who the president c....Ws¢s will 
hold that post, and nowhere does it say SNM or any 
other organization; it just says people of the north. 


[White] Since the conference in Djibouti, have people 
been going to the north to talk to the SNM to try and 
persuade them to take the job of prime minister? 


{Mireh]} Well, in this conference there was no delegation, 
but we hope reason will prevail and they will accept the 


post. 


[White] But has somebody gone off to the north to try 
and persuade them” 


[Mireh]} Not as far as I know—this time, no. 
[White] Will they be there? 
{Mireh] It is possible. 


[White] So you will just leave this job of prime minister 
vacant, or will you try and get somebody to fill it? 


[Mireh] I assume... [changes thought] Of course, it 
depends. The conference is over, and now it depends on 
the elected president. So I assume that is why the 
wording is vague. It does not say SNM; it says for the 
northern people. 


[White] Do you have a particular person in mind, a 
prominent northerner who doesn’t like secession, who 
might accept the job? 


[Mireh] Well, there are several of them that fit that 
description. 
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[White] Would you like to suggest a name, who might be [White] Who is he? 


a good (?person)? . | _ 
. CP {Mireh] He is the former prime minister. He is from the 


{[Mireh] Well, they are many. They are many. I assume north. He is a well-known political personality. But 
Mr. Mohamed Ibrahim Egal was there in the conference. (?still) there are others, you know, from the north who 
He fills the [word indistinct] are qualified for the post. [end recording] 
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De Klerk Elaborates on Government ‘Track Record’ 


MB3007162291 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1600 GMT 30 Jul 91 


{Address at international news conference by State Pres- 
ident F.W. De Klerk at the Presidency in Pretoria—live; 
italicized passages in Afrikaans] 


[Text] Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Because we 
have a large contingent representing the foreign media 
and because this is also being broadcast overseas, I hope 
that viewers will excuse the fact that the entire news 
conference will be held in English. 


Questions posed in Afrikaans will be accepted and I will 
briefly translate the questions into English, and then give 
the gist of my answer in English. 


The process of renewal, negotiation, and the termination 
of sanctions is at a very delicate stage at present. The 
controversy about the treatment of secret funds and the 
continuing speculation about the alleged involvement of 
security forces in violence, dare not be permitted to 
undermine or retard this process. There is too much at 
stake for all South Africans. 


I cannot prevent malicious people from trying to make 
political capital out of the debate. That will continue. 
However, there is a silent majority within South Africa, 
and numerous friends, including heads of government, 
outside South Africa, who expect the broad leadership of 
our country to deal with this matter responsibly. That is 
what I wish to do this evening. 


First of all, an historical perspective is necessary. It is 
only now that South Africa is busy extricating itself from 
a long history of confrontation. This is a process that has 
not yet fully run its course. Without arguing the merits | 
wish to remind you of the following facts as they were 
less than two years ago: According to the ANC’s [Afnmcan 
National Congress] own view we were in a state of war. 
Among other things, their policy was the violent over- 
throw of the state. 


Only in August 1990 did they suspend the armed 
struggle. Bombs exploded and innocent women and 
children were among the targets. Operation Vula, with 
its violent aims, continued beyond the Groote Schuur 
conference in spite of the ANC having committed 1ise!f 
to peaceful solutions. From the point of view of the state, 
the ANC, the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], and other 
organizations were still unlawful. The security forces had 
a duty to bring them to book and were entrusted with a 
quasi-political role. These organizations then were the 
enemy which had to be fought. 


Internationally, South Africa was facing isolation. Our 
country was excluded from membership of practically 
every international organization. Sanctions began to 
strangle us. Unemployment increased and a crisis was 
developing. In that period widespread use was made on 
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all sides of extraordinary strategies. Violent confronta- 
tion and political warfare were the order of the day. 


The government could not realistically have been 
expected to sit back and wait fatalistically for doomsday 
to arrive. Its duty was to plan and act decisively. It was 
of the greatest importance that we had to remain resolute 
against terrorism, a possible conventional conflict, and 
threatening insurrection. At the same time we had to 
limit the damage of our isolation as far as this was 
possible. 


Of necessity this situation brought with it a need to 
conduct sensitive and delicate actions over a broad front. 
Actions which due to their nature could not be financed 
from open budgetary allocations or government expen- 
diture. 


As a general norm, however, these actions were subject 
to normal legal provisions which had to be met at all 
times. However, secrecy was not at any time a license for 
irregularities or the transgression of laws. In fact, the 
government and Parliament were involved continuously 
in upgrading and tightening measures of control. Com- 
plete details in this connection have been made available 
already to the extent that inadequacy are identified, the 
government will continue to improve the relevant legis- 
lation and I will come back to than. 


Apart from the Department of Foreign Affairs, which 
undertook certain covert actions to circumvent and 
combat sanctions, certain other sensitive actions which 
would not normally have been their responsibility were 
allocated in the middle eighties to the South Afmcan 
Defense Force [SADF], the South African Police [SAP], 
and to a very limited extent to the National Intelligence 
Service. 


This was done because of the intertwined nature of the 
foreign and domestic threats which had come to prevail 
in many areas of life in South Africa: in the labor field, in 
education, local government and in the trade and 
industry. 


Towards the end of 1989, there was a remarkable coin- 
cidence of events internally, in South and southern 
Africa, and in the world at large. This has set in motion 
a new course in hisiory. Events in the Soviet Union and 
in Central Europe brought about the effective demise of 
Communism and Marxism. The fall of the Berlin Wall 
marked the end of East-West confrontation which had 
dominated world politics for decades. These events gave 
new impetus to demands for fundamental human rights, 
freedom of expression and the press, and democratic 
systems of governments. At the same time the govern- 
ment had obtained a fresh mandate as a result of the 
National Party’s initiatives: a mandate to negotiate a 
new constitution, to eliminate discrimination, and to 
extend democracy to all South Africans. 


I assumed the Presidency of this country at that time. In 
my inaugural speech on 20 September 1989, I stated my 
objectives as follows: Our goal is a new South Africa, a 
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totally changed South Africa, a South Africa which has 
rid itself of the antagonisms of the past, a South Africa 
free of domination or oppression in whatever form. | 
meant what I said, and the rest of the government 
supported me wholeheartedly. We were, and remain, 
serious about it. Our track record proves it. 


On 2 February 1990, I announced that Mr. Nelson 
Mandela and several other ANC ieaders would soon be 
released, and that the prohibition on all organizations 
had bee» lifted. These far-reaching steps did not sud- 
denly bring about peace and stability. The ANC con- 
tinued to propagate the armed struggle. Violence was sull 
condoned as an option. However, significant events 
ensued. Steadily we began to move towards negotiation, 
and this led to agreements of fundamental importance, 
agreements such as those contained in the Groote Schuur 
minute of 4 May 1990 and the Pretoria minute of 6 
August 1990. 


Only then did South Africa begin to escape from the 
spiral of conflict and confrontation. We then took the 
first important steps towards reconciliation. This process 
is still continuing. The government did not hesitate in 
adapting to the rapidly changing circumstances. Steps 
were taken immediately to redefine the role of the 
security forces. On 10 January 1990, I, of my own 
accord, addressed about 800 senior police officers from 
all over the country. I spelled out at that occasion in no 
uncertain terms that it was their duty to be absolutely 
impartial, to refrain from any political involvement, to 
restrict themselves to combating crime and protecting 
the lives and property of all South Africans. On 7 March 
1990, I repeated the same exercise with the Defense 
Force, in respect of the necessity of a new approach in 
view of the new circumstances. 


Further proof of the government's seriousness about 
dealing with security matters impartially was the com- 
prehensive amendments to security legislation during 
the past session of Parliament. As we moved into a new 
era, attention was given by the Cabinet in the same spirit 
to covert state activities. The decision was taken to 
review these activities, with a view to limiting them. 
Steps were also taken to ensure better control and 
management of these covert activities in addition to the 
audit control measures which were already in place. 


In this context, I remind you of my speech in Parliament 
on | March 1990, when I disclosed information about an 
investigation of secret projects, which I had instituted in 
November 1989. As a result of it, numerous secret 
projects were cancelled. UWUSA [United Workers 
Union of South Africa] is an example. Critics may 
say—and perhaps not entirely without reason—that we 
should have moved faster. Under the pressures of rapid 
change, the overriding problem of violence and 
demanding forward planning, delays do sometimes 
occur. 


Nonetheless, the anti-sanctions activities of the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs have been reduced dramatically, 
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in keeping with international events. Its expenditure on 
combating sanctions reveals an interesting trend from 
1986 to the present. In 1989-90 and 1990-91, expendi- 
ture dropped to 40 percent of what it had been in 
1988-89. In 1991-92 it will drop to only 25 percent of 
that figure. Once all sanctions have been lifted, the need 
for it will fall away altogether. 


The same pattern was demanded of other departments 
which were involved in secret projects, such as the South 
African Defense Force, the South African Police, and the 
National Intelligence Service. Especially since the 
second half of 1990, when the investigation to which | 
have referred was completed, there was a standing 
instruction for a comprehensive reevaluation of projects 
with a view to scaling them down, and adapting them to 
the new circumstances in the country. 


In view of the latest controversy every secret project is 
being looked at again and important decisions to which 
I will refer later have been taken. Therefore, I have 
honored my undertaking in Parliament in March 1990— 
namely, that covert activities would be kept to the 
minimum, although I myself would have liked to have 
seen us progress further than we have. 


This statement may be questioned in the light of the wide 
publicity given to the amounts of 380 million rand 
allocated to secret services in the main budget of 1991- 
92. Particular emphasis has been placed on the size of 
the amount and its growth of 16 percent above the 
amount allocated in the previous year. 


According to some commentators this was an indication 
that the government was still engaged in further expan- 
sion of its extensive activities in respect of secret 
projects. That is an erroneous deduction. The true facts 
are that the amount of 380 million rand includes the 
entire budget of the National Intelligence Service, from 
stationery to typists salaries, office rentals and even the 
erection and maintenance of some (?buildings), and as is 
the case in most democratic countries in the world, the 
entire budge? of the National Intelligence Service is dealt 
with secretly. 


Of the total amount of 380 million rand only 15.7, one 
five point seven million has been allocated for special 
secret projects. To it must be added a further estimated 
amount of 26.9 million rands from the special defense 
account which 1s also allocated to such special secret 
projects. In 1991-92, therefore, the expected expenditure 
on special secret projects will be a total of only 42.6 
million and not 380 million rand. 


The minister of finance has already distributed, and if it 
has not been done it will be done immediately after this 
press conference, distributed a background briefing on 
these calculations. In it a distinction 1s made between the 
concept of special secret projects and line functions 
within the context of secret funds. It has been substan- 
tiated by certificates from the auditor general. Against 
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this background, I now wish to state certain aspects of 
policy, place several facts on record and announce some 
important decisions: 


Firstly, the government ts serious in its endeavor to bring 
about an equal political playing field in our country. 
Favoring only some political parties or movements with 
money from the treasury is unacceptable. Certain 
projects which have been financed from secret funds are 
being questioned for this reason in particular. These 
cases are dealt with in a separate document which has 
been distributed to the media already. The assurance 1s 
given: That all special secret projects whicl. could have 
been considered to constitute support for political par- 
ties Or Organizations have now been canceled subject to 
the speedy conclusion of some contractual obligations. 


Secondly, it remains the government's aim to restrict 
special secret projects to the minimum. Once again, the 
scalpel has cut deeply. The government accepts the 
necessity that there has to be political confidence in 
respect of the sensitive issue of secret funding. It is a fact 
that this confidence has been shaken and that it is 
necessary therefore to restore it. Consequently, the gov- 
ernment has decided to review all legislation pertaining 
to secret funding. 


The point of departure of the envisaged legislative 
amendments will be the following: Secret actions may be 
undertaken only if they comply with specific norms and 
principles which are generally acceptable. In this respect, 
thorough investigations will be conducted into the pre- 
vailing practices by other democratic governments. 
Political parties or organizations which are involved in 
politics may not be financed from secret funds. There 
have to be proper mechanisms of control which, on the 
one hand, will be able to prevent malpractices and 
which, on the other, will be able to ensure essential 
secrecy. 


Another very important consequence of the envisaged 
legislation will be the complete termination of the role of 
all security services in special secret projects falling 
outside the normal area of their line functions. As a 
further step to restore confidence, an interim measure 
was also decided upon in anticipation of the new legis- 
lation. It is my intention to appoint a small advisory 
committee from the private sector to advise me on 
existing secret special projects. The committee will be 
asked to advise me, on the one hand, whether projects 
which are being continued meet the requirement that 
they do not benefit political parties or organizations 
involved in politics. On the other hand, the committee 
will have to furnish me with advice on the question 
whether the continuation of the remaining projects is in 
the national interest, and whether they are able to play a 
positive part in the promotion of peace and the com- 
bating of violence, intimidation, sanctions, and isola- 
tion. This advisory committee will be asked, as well, to 
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advise me on the adequacy of existing control mecha- 
nisms, as well as on the conclusion of contractual obli- 
gations in respect of terminated projects where appli- 
cable. 


I wish to emphasize that it has always been the norm that 
secret projects should be conducted within the law. The 
fact that secret funds are used is not a license for crime. 
Any transgression of the laws of the land will not be 
tolerated. 


In conclusion, I wish to refer to two related matters: 
namely the impartiality of the security forces, and 
renewed insistence in some quarters on an interim 
government. The storm surrounding the assistance to 
Inkatha rallies late in 1989 and early in 1990 is now 
being seized upon in certain quarters as proof for unsub- 
stantiated allegations that the security forces are 
involved in violence on the part of Inkatha. 


I wish to repeat that neither the police, nor the Defense 
Force are involved in the instigation, promotion, or 
permission of violence. Any evidence that may emerge 
or indicate the contrary will be investigated thoroughly. 
Relentless action will be taken against any members of 
the security services who may make themselves guilty in 
this respect, or who may incite or assist members of 
Inkatha or any other movement to perpetrate violent 
actions. 


The commission of inquiry, regarding the prevention of 
public violence and intimidation, has been instituted by 
law, among other things, for the purpose of investigating 
allegations of this kind. Once it has been appointed there 
will be a standing commission to which all such allega- 
tions can be referred. The composition of the commis- 
sion has been subjected from the outset to a process of 
consultation with other parties. | can say here tonight 
that considerable progress has been made in this regard 
and it is hoped that the commission would be appointed 
soon. 


As soon as the commission is functioning, | will be 
prepared to use my powers in terms of the act to have 
concrete allegations of security force involvement in 
violence investigated. However, the investigation of 
mere rumors is to no avail. Therefere, I wish to issue a 
personal invitation to everyone who may dispose of such 
concrete evidence, please come forward. On receipt of a 
sworn statement to that effect and which is not based 
merely on hearsay, and if the witness pledges to appear 
before the commission, I undertake to refer such a case 
to the commission. 


The government has nothing to hide 1n this matter. We 
do not have a double agenda and it is untrue that we 
have a strategy to disrupt our opponents. I| take very 
strong exception to the alleged statement attributed to 
Mr. Mandela to the effect that | am seeking to promote 
my cause over the corpses of his supporters. If he did say 
that, I reject it with indignation. The government has no 
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desire to be player and referee at the same time, and this 
brings me to the second issue—namely, that of an 
interim government. 


The position of the government is indeed very difficult. 
As the government, it wishes—and has to be—impartial. 
As leaders of the National Party the same people who 
form the government are also important political actors. 
Precisely for that reason, I have said on more than one 
occasion that there is a need for transitional measures to 
overcome this problem. In my opening address to Par- 
liament I said, and I quote: The idea that the present 
legally constituted government should relinquish its 
powers and simply hand over its responsibilities to some 
or other temporary regime cannot be considered in a 
S..ereign, independent state. Effective government and 
administration in terms of existing constitutional legis- 
lation has to continue until a new constitution has been 
negotiated, and beer implemented after the acquisition 
of a mandate. I continued and said: However, consider- 
ation may be given to certain transitional arrangements 
on the various legislative and executive levels, to give the 
leaders of the negotiating parties a voice in the formula- 
tion of important policy decisions. During the discussion 
of my budget vote in Parliament, I repeated this, and 
added, and I once again quote: I do not have a negative 
attitude towards the idea of a cabinet which would 
include a relatively broad spectrum of competent South 
Africans. If consensus proves to be attainable at a 
multiparty conference, this would merit serious consid- 
eration, provided that the principles of cabinet govern- 
ment under the present Constitution are not negatively 
affected. 


Tonight I wish to commit myself once again to transi- 
tional arrangements which will ensure, in a constitution- 
ally acceptable manner, that the government is unable to 
misuse its position of power to the detriment of its 
discussion partners in the negotiating process. I have an 
open mind on alternative methods. However, any steps 
in this connection have to result from negotiations. As 
far as I am concerned, the subject of transitional arrange- 
ments may be the first item on the agenda of a multiparty 
conference. 


I, therefore, conclude with an appeal to every leader to 
help us get the multiparty conference started expedi- 
tiously. I appeal to them: stop the perpetual positioning, 
and abandon the politics of confrontation and ultima- 
tums. Let us begin with real negotiations. That is what 
South Africa asks of us. The government is ready and 
able and willing to start tomorrow. I| thank you. 


[Bates] A question, Sir. Mr. King Gordon Bates, 
JOURNAL DE GENEVE. State President, in the light of 
what you've just read out, and what was told to us 
previously by your minister of finance, I wish to under- 
stand a little bit about the government reshuffles which 
you announced yesterday. From what I understand, if 
Minister Vlok did not transgress any, say, legal manner 
of spending money, was he punished, or was he removed 
for political reasons? Did he make a political mistake? If 
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that is so, why wasn’t Minister Botha, Pik Botha, 
affected by such a removal? And third, despite what you 
just said in this document about operations by members 
of the security force in collusion and violence, why was 
Minister Malan removed, or why was Minister Malan 
put where he 1s? 


{De Klerk] Thank you. It is not customary for state 
presidents and prime ministers in the Westminster 
system, from which our present system emanates, to 
discuss in detail reasons for cabinet reshuffles. But | 
want to say one thing. I would not have appointed 
Minister Malan and Minister Vlok in the newly com- 
posed cabinet if I didn’t have confidence in them. You 
must realize that what is of the greatest importance to 
the peace process in South Africa is that we must assure 
that the security forces—the Defense Force and the 
police force—must not be controversial. And they have 
become controversial, and I hope that this step will make 
a contribution towards alleviating this situation of con- 
Stant attacks on the integrity of those two forces. I have 
confidence in those two ministers. That is why they still 
serve in my Cabinet. 


[Journalist] Mr. President I'd like to ask you: Don’t 
you... are you satisfied that no other money has gone to 
Inkatha, except for the payments at the two rallies and to 
UWUSA [United Workers Union of South Africa]? 


{De Klerk] In the additional document provided to you 
it 1s Stated categorically. 


[Journalist] So you're satisfied with that Mr. President? 
No other money has been paid in secret funds to this 
organization? 


{De Klerk] Not that I know of and nothing I could 
ascertain and that additional document clearly states 
that position. 


[Journalist] Thank you. 
[Moderator] Mr. Ari Rossouw. 


[Rossouw] Mr. President, a perception exists, and this has 
also been criticized, this also incidentally is linked to the 


first question, that you have now given way to pressure 
from the ANC by demoting the two ministers. How do you 


respond to this? 


{De Klerk] / did not give way to pressure from anyone 
The Cabinet has been assembled to ensure that we reach 
the planned objectives—namely, to cool off controversy 
built up through personal attacks on the two ministers so 
that the police and the Defense Force can be objective, and 
thus fulfill their tasks effectively. 


They are there to look after the interest of all South 
Africans. | can assure you that in assembling the Cabinet 
I have taken the interest of the country and the govern- 
ment into account. | want to repeat that I not only have 
trust in my two colleagues, and for this reason I have 
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included them in the Cabinet, but the country owes them 
gratitude for a long term of service in two utterly difficult 
and unpopular portfolios. 


It was more or less a repetition of my reply to the first 
question and therefore I don’t think I need to translate in 
this instance. 


{Moderator} Mr. David Ottoway 


[Ottoway] Mr. President, you have argued repeatedly 
against any kind of arbiter serving a role in the negoti- 
ating process. In the light of these disclosures and the 
grave doubts that the ANC and others harbor about your 
impartiality: Are you ready now to consider the possi- 
bility of an arbiter coming in at some time during the 
negotiating process to oversee it? 


{De Klerk] I am in principle against the concept of an 
arbiter because that negates the sovereignty of the 
Republic of South Africa which is recognized worldwide 
and which has been recognized worldwide for many, 
many decades. But, I must add to that, that on the 
multiparty conference our attitude is that that confer- 
ence must decide upon its own procedures, will be in a 
position to appoint its own chairman, and that agree- 
ment must be reached on that. 


Therefore, the government does not want to dominate 
the negotiation process. The negotiation process must be 
constituted in such a way that at that negotiation table, 
the National Party will be sitting down and will be 
participating as a party together with other parties. My 
rejection of an arbiter therefore, does not mean that I 
have a hidden agenda to steer and manage the negotia- 
tion process and to control and dominate. 


{Dunne} Mr. Alan Dunne. Mr. President, could you give 
us your assessment please of how you feel this has 
affected and damaged Inkatha’s credibility. How do you 
feel about Inkatha’s chances now in the negotiation 
process ahead following the money that you gave them 
secretly, the 250,000 rand, for those rallies? 


[De Klerk] I do not want to speak on Inkatha’s behalf in 
any way whatsoever. I think that Inkatha has also 
suffered a setback with regards to its image as a result of 
this, but I don’t think that that necessarily reflects the 
position at grassroots level. 


Inkatha’s a reality. It might lose some support. It might 
even gain some support because of the high level of 
publicity given to it. The public reacts differently to 
many things. They have commentators. So it would be a 
speculative answer, but whether it has been damaged or 
not it remains a reality. It remains an important role 
player, as the National Party will remain an important 
role player, as the ANC is an important role player. 


And, our attitude is that with regard to negotiations all 
the role payers, also the smaller ones, must be repre- 
sented as (?part) of this state. And therefore, Inkatha will 
also be part of the solution of South Africa’s problems. 
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{Moderator} The gentleman next to Mr. David Ottaway, 
in front here, please. 


{Moghale] Israel Moghale, Bop [Bophuthatswana] TV. 
Mr. President, acknowledging what you have said about 
the involvement of the police and the SADF in violence, 
and acknowledging also that you have reshuffled Cabinet 
and given Minister Viok and Minister Malan iower 
positions, there is still an ill feeling that senior officers in 
those departments who have allegedly perpetrated vio- 
lence are still occupying senior positions. Your com- 
ment? 


{De Klerk] I cannot act against any individual on the 
basis of rumors. I have just issued an invitation to 
anyone with concrete evidence to come forward, to let 
me have an affidavit, and to make him or herself 
available to testify before this standing commission, 
which will be appointed soon. That act provides that 
such a witness can testify freely, and that his or her 
evidence will not, and may not, be used against him or 
her in any other court of law. Therefore, there is a forum, 
there is an assurance, and if evidence is produced and 
after evaluation by the commission is found to be true, 
that any individual member of any force in South Africa 
has not complied with the policy of impartiality and has 
contributed, by instigation or otherwise towards vio- 
lence, very, very firm action will be taken. 


[Moderator] Mr. Whitt. 


[Whitt] Mr. President, Howard Whitt, from the CHI- 
CAGO TRIBUNE. Just to follow up on that previous 
question: Given that Chief Buthelezi’s credibility in 
many South Africans’ eyes has now been seriously dam- 
aged, are you concerned that there is now a major new 
element of instability in the negotiation process, since 
you had hoped to involve Chief Buthelezi and Inkatha as 
an equal partner in the negotiations. Now many people 
will not believe that they represent an independent 
stance, but perhaps a government-aligned stance? 


[De Klerk] I at no time said that I would like to involve 
Chief Buthelezi as a partner. He is a leader in his own 
right, as | am, and as Mr. Mandela is. He leads a fairly 
strong party, and therefore he is in his own right an 
important role player. I do not think that what has 
happened will prevent negotiations from taking off the 
ground. There is no other alternative for South Africa 
than the road of negotiation. The only other alternative 
is escalating conflict, and that is in nobody’s interest. 
And I have confidence in the leadership of all the role 
players, that they realize this. I accept their commitment 
to negotiation, and I am sure that this phase will pass, 
and I hope it will pass soon, and that it won’t cause any 
unnecessary delay with regard to the negotiation process. 


[Moderator] Mr. Enoch Sithole. 


[Sithole] Mr. State President, during the various inci- 
dents of violence, there were allegations of attackers who 
did not speak local languages, and now, with the allega- 
tions of the involvement of members of the Special 
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Forces of the SADF, it seems to give substance to these 
claims. Until when does the South African Government 
plan to keep foreign soldrers, some of whom were 
abducted and kept against their will in the SADF”? 


[De Klerk] Well, that’s a whole bunch of allegations, 
none of which I have ever received any evidence of. 
First—and I’m saying this in all seriousness—if you can 
substantiate any one of those allegations, you will greatly 
assist me, and I will take steps if any such allegation is 
basically substantiated. The South African Government, 
through its forces, 1s not involved in violence. If any 
individual has been involved as such, it is a serious 
transgression, and we will take steps and inasmuch as 
criminal transgressions took place, criminal steps [as 
heard] will be taken in the criminal courts of South 
Africa. 


We are not holding anyone by force. Each and every 
employee of the SADF gets a salary at the end of every 
month. We have not abducted anyone as far as I have 
even been informed. All these allegations have been 
denied, time and time again, and I have tonight indi- 
cated the clear course: a forum where objectively, by a 
judicial commission, the members of whom will be 
appointed only after a process of consultation, will 
objectively evaluate any such allegations. There is, there- 
fore, a solution for those who feel that they are entitled to 
relief, who feel that they have facts which must be 
evaluated, and I repeat my invitation. 


{Moderator} Mr. Battersby please. 


[Battersby] Mr. President, if I may follow up on that 
question with the Speciai Forces of the Defense Force 
particularly in mind. You have stated categorically, and 
I'm sure that covers the Special Defense Forces, that 
neither the police nor the Defense Force were involved 
in the instigation, promotion, or commission of vio- 
lence. You have also committed yourself to the complete 
termination of the role of all security services in special 
secret projects falling outside the normal area of their 
line functions. Now despite your assurances to the con- 
trary, there has been considerable prima facie evidence 
of the Special Forces of the SADF being involved in 
some of the instances that you mention. And Mr. Man- 
dela has particularly, in his statement from Mexico ! 
believe, particularly among his five points called upon 
you to publicly disband the special services of the 
security forces. And I understand that the Namiman 
Government has personally given you the assurance that 
they will take back the Namibian citizens and that the 
will be in no danger when they're taken back to Namibia 
Is this not something you're prepared to consider Mr 
President? 


[De Klerk] Well, let me firstly say the proof of the 
pudding surely lies in the eating. We're not holding 
anybody here against his will. And if any Namibian in 
South Africa wants to return to Namibia, he is absolutely 
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free to do so. I suppose that his reaction will be deter- 
mined by what he believes. I can’t speak for them. We 
won't hold anyone in South Africa against his own 
wishes. 


I don’t know exactly to which special forces you are 
referring. In each and every Defense Force across this 
world you have a diversification of forces. And, you have 
some trained specially for specific duties with specific 
talents, inter alia in South Africa we, because of the 
vastness of our country, and because of many other 
factors, we quite often need good trackers, people who 
can follow a track. The Special Forces—one of the 
special forces I think you might be referring to—have 
had tremendous success in returning stolen cattle. 
Because they hav this vast experience of tracking. And 
they've been put to use to fight crime. 


Many other countries have special forces for crowd 
control. As a matter of fact, while we are being asked 
sometimes to disband special forces, I've been requested 
from other sources to establish, for instance such a 
special force. I really think that if anybody feels that we 
can organize the Defense Force better than it is orga- 
nized at the moment they must come and talk to us; I'm 
open to good advice. 


But the demand for disbanding arises from what you 
refer to as prima facie evidence. But prima facie evi- 
dence must at least be substantiated by an affidavit, and 
by the availability of the witness to be interviewed, to 
give full particulars, so that more information can be 
gained. I’m afraid that much of what you refer to as 
prima facie evidence has been used very skillfully in a 
propaganda campaign. But when it comes to the crunch 
the evidence isn’t available in such a way that the 
government can act on it in a responsible manner. We 
believe in a constitutional state, in the rule of law. And 
anybody accused is innocent until he is found guilty. 
And also those accused of all these atrocities are entitled 
to be properly handled in terms of the law, and nobody 
in South Africa is taking steps merely on the basis of 
rumors and unsubstantiated accusations. 


[Moderator] Mr. (Peter Vebrashis) 


{(Vebrashis)}] Mr. President, may I ask you why you've 
appointed a private sector body to monitor secret funds 
rather than a political body. And are you confident that 
an appointed body would have the confidence of the 
public and will it have any power to report on its 
findings? 


‘De Kierk}] Well, let me say in lighter vein I considered 
the committee from the press, but I decided I don’t think 
they would be absolutely objective. I also considered a 
committee constituted of politicians, but once again they 
have a vested interest in this debate. Therefore I thought 
that the private sector, and especially if the individuals 
are well-known, and if they are accepted as men of 
integrity, will offer the best objective advice. Further- 
more a committee to advise me because they are going to 
be let into what, in terms of the law, is secret. And 
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therefore I need the advice. I want to establish also in the 
public eye that I’m open to such advice. | want to 
reestablish trust to that extent in which it has been 
shaken. It 1s not in anybody's interest that we play 
political games around this issue. I hope that by doing 
this, we will at least partly succeed amongst thinking 
South Africans to lift this issue above petty party polit- 
ical politics. 


[Moderator] Mr. (Joe Contreros). 


{(Contreros)} Mr. President, you referred in your state- 
ment to the commission of inquiry regarding the preven- 
tion of public violence and intimidation, and you said 
that the composition of this commission has been sub- 
jected from the outset to a process of consultation with 
other parties. Is there any thought given to including on 
this commission representatives of the ANC and other 
extra parliamentary parties, to rebuild confidence with 
those organizations, and also in the spirit of the transi- 
tional arrangements that you first posed in your opening- 
of-parliament speech last February? 


{De Klerk] I would not say representatives of any par- 
ticular party or interest group. Then it’s no longer a 
judicial commission. Then it becomes a committee on 
which certain parties are represented. That is not what a 
judicial commission means. But yes, I want to assure 
that those appointed, because of their legal knowledge, 
because of their objectivity, because they are not 
beholden to anyone, must not be objected to when they 
are appointed, in the sense that we must assure that they 
carry the confidence as objective judges, above politics, 
totally objective, of not only the ANC but of a number of 
important participants in the political process. I don’t 
want a furor when the commission is appointed. That is 
the reason for the consultation. But the essence of the 
commission must be its impartiality, and the fact that it 
owes no party anything. 


[Moderator] The gentleman in blue in the second row, 
please? 


{((Hennop)} My name is (Jannie Hennop) from DIE 
PATRIOT. Mr. de Klerk, I would like to ask you why you 
said in Parliament on 9 April, in reply to a question, that 
it was not government policy to give financial or other 
assistance, either directly or indirectly, to any political 
organization or party 


[De Klerk] Because that was, and still is, our policy 


{(Hennop)] How then do you explain the whole Inkatha- 
UWUSA incident? 


[De Klerk] The whole issue has already been debated. I do 
not wish to repeat it all. The purpose for which the money 
was given to Inkatha, as Mr. Botha explained, was to 
counter sanctions. You are entitled to your own opinion, 
but that was the purpose, and our policy is to fight 
sanctions. | really would not like to repeat all his expla- 
nations, given fully at a similar broadcast news confer- 
ence. It was our policy, and it remains our policy 
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| Moderator] Second last question, Mr. (Rodney Pender). 


{(Pender)] Mr. President, (Rodney Pender) of REU- 
TERS. In the light of this and of the Cabinet reshuffle 
yesterday, (71t seemed) un implicit recognition that a 
great many things have been wrong in this affair. How do 
you square this with your foreign minister's assertion last 
week that nothing at all was wrong, and given the chance, 
would you do precisely the same thing again? And 
second, what will you say to Mr. Mandela when he 
returns, in an attempt to reassure him that the actions 
now taken mean a genuine commitment to impartiality” 


{De Klerk] I'm not doing what I’m doing to please Mr. 
Mandela or anybody else. I'm doing what I'm doing 
because I think it’s in the best interests of South Africa 
that we place this incident behind us. I reshuffled my 
cabinet because there were three resignations, and I’ve 
already motivated that part which I am prepared to 
motivate in previous replies. I’m not admitting that we 
have in an unacceptable way dealt with it. What I am 
admitting is that this has become a divisive matter, a 
matter which 1s becoming a stumbling block in what we 
must now concentrate on in South Africa, and that is, to 
Start negotiating. It is a stumbling block in the way of 
building trust. 


We must start building trust, and all my actions and the 
announcements which I made tonight are aimed at 
removing this as far as it is possible, and I’m sure it will 
succeed im doing so between all thinking South Africans, 
to remove this as 4 stumbling block, so that we can get on 
with the fyusimess what we should be doing—namely, 
building and working for a new South Africa, working 
for reconciliation. I’m trying to prove, by what I have 
announced tonight, that the government has no fears 
that our hands are clean, and that we are prepared to 
stand the test of public scrutiny in the one case through 
highly respected members from the public, in the other 
case, before a judicial commission. 


{Moderator} Last question Miss Crowe. 


[Crowe] Mr. President, we've heard many times in the 
past that allegations against the security forces would be 
investigated and they have not been. Obviously many 
people are afraid to come forward. They are looking for 
indemnity. What assurances do they have, and the public 
at large, that you will give them protection when they 
come forward? 


[De Klerk] Well in the first instance I have referred to the 
fact that the act which establishes the commission that I 
referred to, gives them the assurance that if they played 
a role in it, that their evidence may not be used against 
them in any other court of law. That is a tremendous 
form of security. 


Furthermore, there are well known procedures to be 
followed: through legal representatives they can contact 
the attorney general, they can discuss it there and make 
an arrangement. We have well established patterns to 
deal with that side of the problem. 
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As far as indemnity, in the sense of the word, in terms of 
the Indemnity Act of 1990 is concerned, there are also 
procedures which can be followed and if they qualify, if 
the crime of which they are afraid that they might be 
prosecuted constitutes a political crime, and if it falls 
within the guidelines, they will get indemnity. 


Lastly, if they are afraid for their lives we've also 
amended certain legislation and quite soon we will be in 
a position with the powers which we have taken—I think 
the law has been passed, I'm not sure whether it might be 
before a committee of Parliament, I am not sure about 
that—but we have taken steps to take more powers 
which will enable us to protect the life of any witness, in 
any case, not just politically related cases, where the 
witness has reason to believe that his or her life might be 
in danger. So we will be helpful. 


[Moderator] Thank you very much ladies and gen- 
tleman. 


{De Klerk] /s there an important question’ \s there one 
further urgent question? Let's take two. 


[Moderator] Mr. Joe Carlyn. 


{Carlyn} Yes, Mr. President. I still remain a little bit 
confused as the opposition regarding the allegations of 
the security force involvement in the violence. On the 
one hand you've stated very categorically in your speech 
that you are quite sure that there was no involvement, no 
instigation, promotion, or commission of violence by the 
police or the Defense Force, and immediately you pro- 
ceed to tell us at great length that you really want to hear 
from people who will come forward, you wish to have a 
commission of inquiry. 


You also tell us, on the one hand, that you will not take 
action against any officers based on unsubstantiated 
allegations, but then you have removed from their posi- 
tions General Malan and Mr. Vlok on the basis of 
precisely these allegations. Are you sure there 1s no state 
security force involvement or do you remain unsure” 


[De Klerk] If you read each and every pronouncement 
which I have made on this issue, in the past year and 
even the previous year in Parliament, you will see that | 
always conceded the possibility that individuals on their 
own, without the knowledge of those in senior positions 
above them, it’s quite possible that an individual 
member of the force might take initiative, might take 
such a bad initiative, might become involved against his 
orders and against the policy. 


Surely, it’s not the policy of all the major banks to rob 
their clients but some of their employees rob their clients 
from time to time, and therefore, I have neve: d 
that possibility and my assurances of investig 

of prosecution and of firm steps refers to suc! 

uals who might take such bad initiatives. But as a | 

and as a force there is no question that the government 
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or the SADF or the South Atrican Police have any such 
a Strategy as all the allegations which are constantly 
bandied about 


That is the background and | don’t think there ts any 
need for confusion. It’s quite a simple equation 


[Moderator] Sorry, Mr. (Stelling) 


{(Stelling)} Good evening Mr. President. I just wanted to 
ask whether you could tell us whether you think the steps 
you have taken will have any effect on the morale of the 
security forces” 


{De Klerk] I don’t expect that it will have an effect on 
their morale. | firmly believe that the morale of the 
security forces are high. We maintain regular contact 
with the semor officers. I, in my capacity as State 
President, as head of the South African Defense Force, 
as its supreme commander, | have a good relationship 
with the officers in charge there. I regularly discuss this 
with them. Obviously there are individuals in both 
forces strongly opposed in their personal capacities to 
government policy. They support other parties. But we 
have gone to such an extent and that has not had a 
negative effect. To accept change. amended legislation 
which prohibits, for instance a policeman from 
belonging. to formally becoming a member of any polit- 
ical party, and we have not had backlash 


{Moderator] Mr. (Spargs) last question now 


[(Spargs)} I'm Mr. (Spargs) LONDON OBSERVER. Mr. 
President did you know about the funding of Inkatha 
and UWUSA before the WEEKLY MAIL report 
appeared on 19 July. And secondly, were you as State 
President or as acting State President aware that your 
government was secretly funding anti-SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] parties during the 
Namibian election campaign in violation of the New 
York Agreement that the government had signed on 20 
July 1988, which set up the principles for a peaceful 
settlement in Namibia that included a pledge of nonin- 
terference, and to ensure free and fair elections were 


held” 


[De Klerk] That was quite a speech. Mr. (Spargs) can | 
firstly say as the ministers involved have stated publicly, 
and as | believe the minister of finance—I don't know 
whether you attended his pre-press conference short 
meeting—have stated publicly. | was not aware until it 
was disclosed. And the procedures prevailing did not 
require me to know. With regard to Namibia, it was not 
part of my line function, but yes, | was aware as a semior 
member of Cabinet that monies were expended there to 
assist parties to participate in the election, as SWAPO 
has been assisted financially and royally from across this 
world 


Apparently in international ethics there 1s nothing wrong 
with governments if they support the principles of a 
party, and if they think it’s in the best interests of their 
own country to support financially parties outside their 
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borders. And we have a marvelous case in point in South 
Afnca. Mainly the African National Congress. I have 
figures which are not secret, which says that from one 
country alone in Europe since the sixties, the ANC have 
received in the vicinity of 270 million rand. Ask them to 
disclose who paid for their conference in July. From 
whom did they receive donations and from which coun- 
tries. 


But | checked further. | checked on what the American 


Government does when it comes to the support of 


movements in other countries. And just read the history 
of Nicaragua and you'll find some interesting reading 
matter. | know of cases of countnes which support 
countnes closely allied to each other's supports. Trade 
union movements in another country within Europe. So 
there’s nothing new about this. And South Africa also 
has the might if it 1s in the best interest of South Africa to 
support movements adhering to democratic principles. 
We wanted a successful democratic election to take 
place, and we assisted towards that and | don’t think that 
there 1s anything wrong with that in principle 


[Moderator] Final question Dr. (Heepers) 


{(Heepers)] Mr. President, Ronald (Heepers) [name 
indistinct] from Switzerland. I would like to know, with 
reference to the previous Info-Scandal, whether you 
made use of any Swiss Bank”? 


{De Klerk] | wasn't 
the exact year” 


when was the Info-Scandal again. 


{(Heepers)} In 1979 


{De Klerk] In 1979. I'd just become a minister then. I 
was never involved with the Info-Scandal, I don’t have 
any detailed information about it. So | can’t give you any 
direct reply to that. 


Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen for your 
attendance and for your patience in listening to me. May 
I just remind you that if anyone of you are interested a 
document will now be made available. It's a fairly 
intricate document | believe—I haven't studied 11 
myself—by the minister of finance, and he 1s available 
for any further briefing which you need on the techni- 
calities of secret funding 


Finance Minister Briefs Press on Special Accounts 


MB3007194691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1856 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Pretona July 30 SAPA—The total funding of 
special secret projects amounted to only R{[rand]42.6 
millon or 0.05 per cent of the national budget, the 
minister of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, revealed on 
Tuesday. At a press briefing held shortly before State 
President F. W. de Klerk was due to face the media on 
the covert funding issue, Mr du Plessis said there had 
been a “considerable tightening up” of informal proce- 
dures and parliamentary control over the handling of 
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secret funds. The state president has said projects must 
be limited and scaled down.” 


He emphasised, however, that it would take time to 
phase out some of the secret projects due to “contractual 
obligations”. 


“The tendency now is that a procedure has begun 
whereby stricter control over projects has become the 
order of the day.” He said there were six accounts from 
which secret funds were drawn. These were the secret 
services account, the special foreign affairs account, the 
special security services account, the special information 
services account, the special SA [South African] Police 
account and the special defence account. 


Of the R380 million budgeted for secret services, a 
certain amount was allocated to normal line functions 
and the rest to special secret projects. “When the expen- 
diture from normal line functions of the National Intel- 
ligence Service and other departments—which comes 
from the account for secret services—is subtracted from 
the R380 million, only R15.7 milhon remains for the 
funding of what can be defined as special secret projects 
remains,” said a document released by Mr du Plessis. 
This made up only 4.1 per cent of the total R380 million. 
From the special defence account, R26.9 million had 
been spent on special secret projects. This meant a total 
of R46.6 million had been spent on these projects. 
“From the end of this financial year, all funding of 
special secret projects from the special defence account, 
will be completed.” 


Mr du Plessis attributed the 16 per cent increase budgeted 
for secret services this financial year, as compared to last 
year, to new buildings and equipment, salary increases and 
other “unavoidable costs”. The finance minister committed 
himself to “going public” if there was any deviation from 
the figures he had provided to the press. “The auditor 
general has said that at the end of the financial year, he will 
audit these figures to test their validity. If there is any 
deviation, we will go public with it.” 


Mr du Plessis said he and Mr de Klerk had had no 
knowledge of the funds given to Inkatha. He had only 
known the money was for an anti-sanction purpose. “l 
have no political authority over the political line func- 
tion of my colleagues.’ He emphasised that the minister 
of finance did not have a “political veto” over the 
finances for line function activities or secret projects of 
other ministers 


Covernment Reportedly Funded Two Other Groups 


MB3007172491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1648 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Pretoria July 30 SAPA—Two other organisations, 
in addition to Inkatha and UWUSA [United Workers 
Union of South Africa], received secret funds from the 
government, it was revealed on Tuesday evening. An 
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annexure to a Statement by State President FW de Klerk 
said money was paid to the Federal Independent Demo- 
cratic Alliance [FIDA] and the Eagles Youth Organisation. 


It was also revealed that the South Afmcan Defence 
Force trained 150 Inkatha members in security and VIP 
protection in 1986. The statement said this training was 
terminated in 1989, and trained members were incorpo- 
rated into the KwaZulu Police. 


The statement said FIDA was funded because ut 
advanced “the cause of stability and order, as well as to 
serve aS a bulwark against intimidation”. The Eagles. 
which was founded in the [Orange] Free State, was 
created to give opportunities “for scholars to be edu- 
cated in principles of personal discipline and security 
without militancy”. 


“However, since these organisations have now become 
politically controversial, the decision has been taken to 
terminate all assistance to them from secret funds forth- 
with, subject to the completion of contractual obliga- 
tions.” 


The statement also denied that any secret funds had been 
given to the National Forum, the United Municipalities 
of South Afnca [UMSA] and the United Civic Associa- 
tions of South Africa [UCASA]. UMSA and UCASA did 
receive “open support on a moderate scale to meet 
administrative expenses”. “Comparable assistance has 
been given to the ANC [African National Congress], for 
example in relation to the Groote Schuur conference.” 
The statement said apart from the incidents outlined in 
it, “there is no information available of any political 
party or organisation having received money from secret 
funds”. 


CP Leader: De Klerk ‘Not Out of Trouble’ 


MB3007191091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1907 GMT 30 Jul 91 


{By Pierre Claassen, political correspondent] 


[Text] Cape Town July 30 SAPA—The Conservative 
Party's [CP] deputy leader, Dr Ferd: Hartzenberg, said 
on Tuesday night he did not believe State President F W 
de Klerk’s performance at a televised media conference 
had solved his problems. “He 1s not out of trouble He 
still has a whole lot of explaining to do,’ Dr Hartzenberg 
said in his reaction to Mr de Klerk’s statements. In 
particular, he singled out the discrepancy between Mr de 
Klerk’s knowledge of the Namibian funding and his 
ignorance of the most recently disclosed funding of 
Inkatha and UWUSA [United Workers Union of South 
Africa]. It sounded a bit doubtful, he said. 


“On March 27, 1990, he was asked in Parliament about 
the Namibian funding and he replied that it would serve 
no purpose to disclose it. “He admits now to have known 
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about it, but failed to take Parliament into his confi- 
dence.’ The explanation for spending the money in 
Namibia was unacceptable 


In commenting on specific proposals, Dr Hartzenberg 
said the idea of appointing a committee to assess secret 
projects from the private sector did not appeal to him. 
“It will be people appourted by him and whoever he 
appoints, no matter how impartial, they wall stl be 
appointees of the government.’ Mr de Klerk had also 
said he would not fire anybody without substantial 
evidence, “but he was prepared to demote General 
Malan and Mr Viok”. It would have been better to 
dismiss them than demote them. “no matter how much 
confidence the state president says he has in them”. 


PAC: Regime ‘Completely Tainted by Corruption’ 
MB3107045891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2039 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by the Pan Afmecanist 
Congress (PAC) Information Department} 


[Text] Tuesday, 30 July 1991 


By its own actions the regime has disqualified itself and 
killed the idea of a multiparty conference. No self- 
respecting party can negotiate with the regime in view of 
the scandal of slush funds. The PAC [Pan-Afmcanist 
Congress] has in any event, refused to negotiate with an 
illegitimate regime a future constitution for our country, 
holding as we do, that task can only be undertaken by 
parties who have received a democratic mandate from 
the electorate 


The reshuffle of Mr Viok and Malan in the Cabinet 1s an 
inadequate answer to charges that they used taxpayers 
money for manipulating the political process. That Mr 
Pik Botha remains unscathed in itself scandalous. PAC is 
of the view that the regime must make way immediately 
for the convening of a constituent assembly. Nothing less 
would suffice—the mere removal of guilty munisters 
shifts the collective lability of the regime and is an 
evasion of cabinet responsibility. The regime aust go 
and the nation must prepare now for immediate elec- 
tions, on the basis of one man one vote, to usher in true 
democracy for our land 


Comment on Mr de Kierk’s statement of 0 July 1991 


Notwithstanding Mr de Klerk’s broadcast today the PAC 
continues to view the regime as completely tainted by 
corruption. We do not accept that the SAP [South 
African Police} and SADF [South Afncan Defense 
Force] are not heavily implicated in the violence that has 
swept our country the evidence to the contrary 1s over- 
whelming. 


Mr de Klerk unashamedly stands by discredited minis- 
ters and even asserts that he has full confidence in them 
as evidence by his inclusion of them in his new cabinet. 
He affords no explanation as to why Messrs Viok and 
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Malan were removed accept to state, rather incredu- 
lously that he did not act under pressur” and that the 
reshuffle was just a cooling off period. 


Once more he floats the discredited idea of co-options to 
his cabinet. In asserting that such outside appointments 
(to the Cabinet) should not negatively react on cabinet 
government he seeks to co-opt pliable blacks to rubber 
stamp decisions of his all white cabinet. It is also to be 
noted that Mr de Klerk wishes to appoint an advisory 
committee from the “private sector” (what ever that 
means) to Oversee whether covert political funding 1s 
being dispensed. Who are these worthies and by what 
democratic norms will they be appointed? In the interest 
of peace and democracy the PAC urges all our coun- 
trymen to demand the immediate convening of an 
elected assembly to draw up a new constitution. 


Issued: Information Department 


DP Leader: De Klerk Giving *Unimpressive Act’ 


MB3007181291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1733 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Johannesburg July 30 SAPA—The performance 
of State President FW de Klerk on TV on Tuesday 
evening was a “most difficult and unimpressive act of 
ughtrope walking”, according to the leader of the Dem- 
ocratic Party [DP], Dr. Zach de Beer. In a statement sent 
to SAPA shortly after the president's media briefing, Dr. 
de Beer said Mr. de Klerk’s effectiveness had been 
“reduced by the folly of his government's deeds”. “On 
the one hand, he appreciates that the negotiating process 
can only continue provided he does something to dis- 
tance himself from actions of his own government. On 
the other, he does not wish to undermine his own or his 
party's strength in the negotiations,”’ the DP leader said. 


SACOB Welcomes Steps Taken by De Klerk 


MB3007190091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1816 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Johannesburg July 30 SAPA—The SA [South 
African] Chamber of Business [SACOB] on Tuesday 
night welcomed the steps taken by President F W de 
Klerk to address the problems arising from the current 
political controversy over state funding of political 
organisations. In a statement to SAPA, SACOB said 
taken together with the changes in the Cabinet, the state 
president had recognised the difficulties that have had to 
be faced in this regard. 


“Whatever the reasons for the previous decision in 
respect of outside political funding, in the changed 
circumstances now prevailing in South Africa, it was 
essential that in future these issues be handled in ways 
which maintain and build confidence here and abroad.” 
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SACOB believed there should be greater accountability 
in these matters and the taxpayers should be assured 
their money was being spent wisely. As everyone has now 
had an opportunity of expressing a view on this unfor- 
tunate situation, SACOB hoped attention would again be 
focused on the need for a stable and prosperous future 
SA. Peace and stability were the vital objectives. It was 
essential the country now proceeded with the urgent task 
of economic growth and job creation without destruc- 
tion. 


“The country had to give itself a fresh change to restore 
credibility and trust as a basis for proceeding with 
political negotiations as soon as nessible. We also do not 
wish to see any interruptior. or delay in the normalisa- 
tion of South Africa’s external economic relations and in 
the removal of remaining sanctions.” 


SACOB added it noted the planned mass action and 
strikes which were being suggested by certain trade 
unions as a result of recent state funding revelations. It 
said it would discuss these threats with bodies, such as 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions], as a 
matter of urgency. “While recognising the right to 
peaceful protests, SACOB would emphasise that no 
benefit could be expected from such actions and that 
they would be counter- productive. Most businessmen 
would have no choice but to take a firm attitude towards 
such actions under present adverse economic condi- 
tions.” 


Police Find Arms Cache in Soweto 29 Jul 


MB3007171891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1549 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Johannesburg July 30 SAPA—Police unearthed a 
buried arms cache on a vacant plot of land near the 
Pimville Golf Course in Soweto on Monday. The cache, 
described as “reasonably large’ by regional head of 
public relations for the police in Soweto, Col Jac de 
Vries, included mini-limpet mines, RGDS hand gre- 
nades, ignitors and detonators for SPN limpet mines, 
and loaded AK-47 magazines. Col de Vries said the 
cache was discovered during a routine investigation. He 
said police had noticed people milling around the golf 
course area in a suspicious manner. No arrests were 
made. 


The cache was found in a maroon leather carrier bag and 
police estimate it had been buried for about a week. The 
arms were vacuum-sealed in aluminium-foil packs 
bearing the company name John S Bass, Manchester, 
England. Col de Vries said none of the weapons found 
were freely available in South Africa, but were from 
Eastern Bloc nations. He added: “It is clear that people 
are still bringing weapons across borders into the 
country. This is disconcerting and is not conducive to a 
healthy negotiation process”. 


tw 
tv 


Angola 


Portugal's Barroso Comments on Peace Process 


MB3 107063691 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1925 GMT 30 Jul 9! 


[Text] Luanda, 30 Jul (ANGOP)}—Durao Barroso, Por- 
tuguese secretary of state for cooperation and foreign 
affairs, said today that the evolution of the Angolan 
peace process has been positive. 


Speaking in a telephone interview with Angola National 
Radio, RNA, Durao Barroso noted that the process is 
developing as expected with the exception of a few 
incidents which he described as normal. Those incidents 
had to do with delays in the implementation of certain 
measures. The former mediator of the peace process 
emphasized the importance of trying to make up for the 
tume that has been wasted due to logistical difficulties on 
both sides, but he added that there 1s no reason for 
concern. 


He said that Portuguese Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva might visit Luanda in August of in early Sep- 
tember. 


Control Group Begins Aircraft Verification 


483107072091 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] The Joint Verification and Control Commission 
has already established its working group at Albano 
Machado Airport in Huambo Province. The ceremony 
was presided over by Major Araujo Chicungo of the 
People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola and 
Lieutenant Colonel Ziding of the Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola in the presence of observers. 
Speaking on the occasion, Maj. Araujo Chicungo empha- 
sized the important role to be played by the group in 
monitoring and controlling military aircraft landing in 
Huambo province. He said that the process will only 
involve military aircraft because civilian aircraft only 
carry civilians. In turn, Lt. Col. Ziding, who represented 
UNITA, emphasized the spirit of cooperation demon- 
strated by both sides in the carrying out of their duties. 
He called on the group to carry out its work seriously and 
responsibly in order to implement the accords signed in 
Lisbon 


18,000 Mines Disarmed Throughout Country 


MB3107065891 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] About 18,000 mines have already been dis- 
armed throughout the country since the signing of the 
peace accords. An authorized source told Luanda Radio 
Nacional that the mine removal process has been most 
actively implemented in central and southern Angola. 
the areas where the biggest battles took place during the 
war. [passage omitted] 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 
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* Bie Population ‘Skeptical!’ About Peace 


VIAF1245C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
ix Jortuguese 11 Jun Yl p 2 


[Text] Kuito—Last week in this city. the United Nations 
Development Program (U NDP) delivered a donation of 
10,171 kg of foodstuffs for the needy. including 950 kg of 
cornmeal, ‘/.100 kg of beans, and 2.160 liters of o1! 


According to a source connected with the UN organiza- 
tion, the donation is meant for the war refugees and tor 
patients interned in the provincial hospital 


This 1s the second donation that the UNDP has deliy- 
ered to Bie Province in less than two weeks. The first 
donation reached the province on 31 May 


Skepticism About Transition Period 


Many residents of Bie city (Bie Province 1s in the central! 
south of Angola) have voiced skepticism about the 
transition period preceding the elections in the country 
because they “fear that spirits will be aroused and the 
Situation will be similar to the one in 1975. before 
independence.” 


The statement is that of Candida Celeste. provincial 
secretary of the OMA [Organization of Angolan 
Women), who told the Angolan press agency ANGOP in 
Luanda that this skepticism is observed more often 
among the women, despite clarifications by the OMA 
regarding the matter. 


In 1975, when it was necessary to comply with the 
“Alvor Accords.” which called for the creation of a 
transition government comprising the three liberation 
movements (MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola], the UNITA [National Union tor the 
Total Independence of Angola], and the FNLA [National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola]. the elections never 
came about because of disagreements among the parties 


“Today the situation is entirely different. because there 
is no coalition government.” the OMA secretary 
observed. 


She added that a large factor contributing to the skepticism 
is the fact that the only national daily paper JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA) is late in reaching the province 


She assured, however, that “we have not heard a single 
shot fired in Bie since the peace accords were signed” 
and noted that, unlike what occurred in some provinces 
the signing of the peace accords was celebrated in Bie 
without any gunfire whatever 


“The sky was lighted up with fireworks, the church bells 
rang. and people expressed their joy in a celebration the 
likes of which this city has never seen before.” she said 


Celeste added that the festivities went on until dawn 
with the traditional door-to-door “candandos.” as hap- 
pens regularly during the New Year's celebrations 
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“We are all happy and only hope that everything actually 
comes to pass without any hitches and that the peace 1s 
lasting.”’ concluded the OMA official. 


* Cabinda Governor Defines Economic Priorities 


9¥14F1250B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 11 Jun 91 p 2 


[Text] In this city [(Cabinda], the governor of the prov- 
ince of Cabinda, Dr. Augusto da Silva Tomas, laid the 
responsibility for the ecological damage that the region 
has been suffering, with serious consequences in beach 
pollution and in the elimination of the province's fishing 
resources, at the feet of the oil exploration companies. 


Augusto da Silva Tomas, who was speaking at a meeting 
of the Provincial Commissariat, also stated that the 
shortage of fuel in the province has caused profound 
repercussions in the economic and social life of the 
people and in the economic management of the prov- 
ince’s productive apparatus. 


The province's highest official stated that the Emergency 
Plan worked out for the current year and the Economic 
and Social Stabilization Plan for 1992-93 should consti- 
tute the basic instruments of change in the province. 


“It us necessary to define the short-, medium-, and 
long-term objectives that will guide our action during 
1991 on the face of the gravity of the situation, and what 
we will do in !992-93; the Economic and Social Stabili- 
zation Plan, as well as the conditions that we must create 
by the end of 1993, so that the first five-year plan for 
1994-99 will consolidate once and for all a process of 
growth that will bring progress to the whole province and 
to all its inhabitants,” said the provincial governor, 
adding that “the measures contained in the program 
concentrate the channeling of resources in order to 
fundamentally begin solving the basic problems of the 
people and create the structural conditions that shortly 
will make it possible for us to have the infrastructures 
and productive structures in this province that are nec- 
essary for a process of dynamic and growing develop- 
ment.” 


For such purpose, he considered it imperative to estab- 
lish a climate of dialogue and security in the province 
that will make it possible to carry out the projects that 
have been planned and insure the free circulation of 
people and goods. 


In the governor's opinion, the actions that the emergency 
program contemplates are going to demand a great 
financial effort, both in national currency as well as in 
foreign currency, because, as he said, “expenditures are 
hovering around 5.2 billion new kwanzas, and the pre- 
dicted deficit is 570.2 million new kwanzas, while 
expenses in hard currency (with investment, technical- 
material supplies, and merchandise for final consump- 
tron) add up to $93 million.” 
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As a result of this fact, he supports the need to create the 
indispensable conditions in the province that will make 
it possible to cover the budget deficit, for which reason 
the reimposition of a special tax is being proposed on less 
important products such as whisky, beer, tobacco, and 
durable industrial goods, which would not only cover the 
negative balance but would also make it possible to 
create a “Support Fund for the Province’s Social Devel- 
opment.” 


According to Augusto Tomas, the top priority will be to 
solve the people's problems in the area of satisfying their 
basic needs, namely food, clothing, shoes, health, educa- 
tion, housing, and the circulation of peopl: and goods 
both inside and outside the province. 


Simultaneously, he added, it 1s imperative to rehabili- 
tate, create and develop the infrastructures that will 
make it possible to create conditions for self-sufficiency, 
$O as to Create a technical-material base that will sustain 
and guarantee progress and the social well-being of our 
descendants, before exploration of the province's prin- 
cipal resource—petroleum—is exhausted. 


On this occasion, Augusto Tomas recognized the fact 
that the obsolete state of the province's infrastructures, 
mainly highways, bridges, ports, airport, housing stock, 
communication networks, energy, water, and transpor- 
tation, as well as the weak systems of health and educa- 
tion at the people's level have been making it particularly 
difficult to implement those indispensable actions that 
will make it possible for the province to pull itself out of 
the mess in which it currently finds itself. 


The situation is so critical that it 1s practically impossible 
to leave the province as one desires or to communicate 
satisfactorily with the rest of the country. As for the 
supply of electrical energy, it is irregular, and water, that 
element so vital to our survival, is supplied practically 
“drop by drop.” in spite of the efforts that have been 
expended in that area. 


It should be pointed out that the population of the 
province of Cabinda, estimated at around 150,000 
inhabitants, 1s mostly rural, and due to the serious 
endemic problems that it faces in the health area, has an 
extremely short life expectancy of about 40 years. 


Malaria is the main disease responsible for the prov- 
ince’s high mortality rate, with a particularly high inci- 
dence in children, since there is an acute shortage of 
medication available in the pharmacies and a serious 
shortage of ambulances at the hospitals. 


Fish Shortage 


The citizens of the city of Cabinda have been deprived of 
ther supply of frozen fish for more than two months due 
to the lack of supply from the Joint Angolan-Soviet 
Expedition and Pescangol, their two main suppliers. 


According to the provincial delegate of fisheries in 
Cabinda, Francisco Tando, the reduction in fish supplies 
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is due to the reduction in the volume of the fish catch, as 
a protective measure taken by the Ministry. 


He likewise pointed to the protection of maritime fauna 
with the goal of replenishing fish species that have been 
threatened by the intensification of fishing in the last few 
years as another cause of the reduction in the supply of 
fish in Cabinda. 


Francisco Tando rejected the charge that the shortage of 
fish is the result of the strike of the workers of the Joint 
Angolan-Soviet Expedition. 


He stated that the above-mentioned enterprise has guar- 
anteed that by next week it will send a ship with a 
capacity of 150 tons of frozen fish, which corresponds to 
just one-fourth of the needs of Cabinda’s inhabitants. 


According to the delegate from Fisheries, the catch rates 
of the local fleet correspond to 10 percent of the 500 tons 
of fish that the inhabitants of Cabinda need each month. 


On this occasion. Francisco Tando announced the shut- 
down of the freezer complex which has the capacity to 
freeze 600 tons of fish, due to a breakdown in the 
aluminum condensation system. 


Meanwhile, EMPESCA in Cabinda may release 70 of its 
173 workers and then privatize the company, within the 
framework of the process of company restructuring. 


* Uije Governor Outlines Immediate Concerns 


914F1245A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 18 Jun 91 p 2 


[Excerpt] Uije (from our bureau}—The supply of bread 
to the residents of Uije City could improve, with Gov- 
ernor Jose Anibal Rocha’s announcement, a few days 
ago, that hereafter the provincial directorate of EPAN 
[bakeries] would be responsible for supplying and trans- 
porting flour from Luanda to Uye. 


Last year these operations were the responsibility of the 
firm Sematex, which was not very diligent in this regard, 
hence the residents have been having difficulty obtaining 
bread. 


The provincial government is going to take steps to 
revise the system for supplying wheat flour to the bak- 
eries in this city. 


In addition, in recent years the province has experienced 
some irregularities in the fuel supply, because of the poor 
distribution of fuels by Sonangol [National Angolan Fuel 
Company]. 


The Nature Conservancy Directorate in Uije Province 
has been in contact with the people, asking them to help 
protect the resources that nature has bestowed on 
humankind. 


The problem is with the destruction of the swallows’ 
habitat and the attacks on the tame small monkeys in 
various areas. 
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As part of this appeal, the Nature Conservancy invited 
the residents of this city to help maintain the flowering 
trees and ornamental palms that are to be planted here. 


Assistance to Veterans 


The problems and concerns of the veterans, combat 
disabled, and war widows and orphans were the focus of 
discussions promoted by Governor Jose Anibal Lopes 
Rocha. 


Referring to the serious problems that this group is 
experiencing, the governor said that it was the result of 
the imprudence and irresponsibility of the officials 
linked to the the area in solving the problems of these 
welfare recipients. On that occasion, he criticized the 
alleged absence of the SEAC [Secretariat of State for 
Veterans] delegate, who has been away for more than six 
months. 


Jose Amaral Rocha also voiced his concern regarding the 
construction of the future housing development for 
veterans, which was planned about five years ago. He 
added that all those who were involved in the diversion 
of the building materials (galvanized sheet metal and 
cement) intended for the housing would be held respon- 
sible. 


Moreover, he said there was “inertia” in the action to 
improve the social conditions of the veterans, combat 
disabled, and war widows and orphans. He stressed that 
it has become necessary to revitalize the work of the 
commission formed to (improve) the social conditions of 
the welfare recipients, to fulfill the terms of the dispatch 
issued by the president of the republic. 


To bolster the demands regarding the supply of food- 
stuffs and essential goods, the provincial government has 
determined that hereafter the Provincial Supply Com- 
mission will include a representative of the Veterans’ 
Association. The meeting also addressed the problem of 
the integration of some welfare recipients in social 
institutions and a suitable updating of their wages. 


Commission for the Creation of Social Conditions 


In addition to this meeting, the conference hall of the 
Party Provincial Committee was also the scene of the 
proceedings of the provincial commission for the cre- 
ation of the social conditions, treatment, rehabilitation, 
and professional placement of the combat disabled. 


During that meeting, it was ascertained that the commis- 
sion, which comprises five subcommittees, was not func- 
tioning well and should be revitalized and assigned 
specific tasks. 


At the end of the meeting, it was recommended that the 
SEAC delegacy forward the documents that had been 
approved to the national commission, including the acts 
constituting the [provincial] commission, a timetable of 
activities, and the calendar of periodic meetings. The 
delegacy should also inform the [national commission] 
of the problems with the lack of funding. 
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The commission is responsible for selecting disabled 
combatants for demobilization and their transition to 
civilian status; for conducting a census of all the physi- 
cally disabled who need prostheses; for licensing soldiers 
eligible for certificates of physical disability; for ascer- 
taining the financial needs and appropriate investments 
in support of the war disabled; and for creating mecha- 
nisms to speed up the appraisals and the determination 
of the degree of impairment of the combat disabled. 


Measles Concern Authorities 


The outbreak of measles in Uije municipality in the last 
few days is of serious concern to the municipal health 
authorities, JORNAL DE ANGOLA has learned from 
municipal health officer Jose Silveira. According to 
Silveira, 42 cases of measles have been verified from 
February to date, but with no fatalities. “Measles 1s a 
serious illness; people cannot hide from 11,” he said. 


Uije’s municipal health officer explained that people 
who are contracting the disease now “are the ones who 
did not report to the health posts to be vaccinated.” 


The current measles epidemic is affecting the districts on 
the outskirts of the city, such as Pedreira, Quimacungo, 
Kixicongo, Candome-Velho, Banza II, and suburban 
M’Bemba N’Gango. [passage omitted] 


* Huila Receives Emergency, Development Aid 


9/AF1I245SB Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 18 Jun 91 p 2 


[Article by Cesar Andre: “WFP, UNICEF Present Dona- 
tions} 


[Text] Luanda (from our bureau}—From February to 
June of this year, UNICEF delivered at least 520 tons of 
various products to Huila Province, in aid to victims of 
the drought and the war, according to Pierre Honnorat, 
UN representative of logistical operations for southern 
Angola. 


Speaking to JORNAL DE ANGOLA, Pierre Honnorat 
said thai the benefited areas were municipalities in the 
noth of Huila Province, specifically Cacula, Quilengues, 
Caluquembe, and Caconda, which were formerly held by 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] and to which about 360 tons otf foodstuffs, 
including corn, beans, rice, oil, and seeds, and building 
materials were distributed. 


According to the official, Huila Province is scheduled to 
receive 820 tons of products for the displaced people in 
those municipalities, which should soon be receiving 300 
tons of corn, salt, sugar, and wheat flour, donated by the 
WFP [World Food Program]. 


Moreover, 20 km of roads in Lubango City are being 
repaved, for better preservation and durability, public 
works engineer Spica has informed the local press. 
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The road work, for which the Yugoslavian earth-moving 
firm “Planum” 1s responsible, was initiated in the Ngola 
district; it 1s currently proceeding in the central districts 
of the city and will be extended to the remaining dis- 
tricts. 


The contract is valued at $1,603,200 (at 60 new kwanzas 
to the dollar), with 35 percent to be paid in foreign 
currency and the rest in new kwanzas. 


Within the next few days, “Planum” plans to asphalt the 
automobile highway from Nossa Senhora do Monte, 
formerly the “10 December” tourist complex, to the 
cemetery road from the top of Mitcha. 


The delay in payment by the Provincial Commission and 
the shortage of tar and of replacement parts for the 
machines, which have been obsolete for more than 10 
years, are among the problems confronting “Planum,” 
but the company is hoping to complete the work by next 
October. 


* Situation of Emigres in Namibia Examined 


914F124S5SD Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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{Article by Osvaldo Goncalves: “From Emigrants to 
Entrepeneurs”’] 


[Text] The last 30 years have been a difficult period for 
Angola, giving rise, among other things, to a mass 
emigration of Angolans. Today, citizens of the RPA 
[People’s Republic of Angola] must constitute one of the 
largest emigrant groups in the world. 


The armed struggle against colonialism began in 196] 
and the repression that followed led many Angolans to 
take refuge abroad, fleeing, above all, Salazar’s political 
police. The [civil] war which broke out shortly before 
independence and which continued for 16 years further 
aggravated the situation, and many Angolans were 
forced to leave their native areas, becoming displaced 
persons, and a considerable number of them even left the 
country, either as a direct result of the military action or 
because of the living conditions. Today there are Ango- 
lans everywhere from Texas to Australia. 


A few years ago, the preferred destination of the Angolan 
emigrants was Portugal, which offered better conditions 
for adaptation, the most important of which was the 
common language. Later, the emigrants set their sails for 
a wider variety of ports: Rome, Paris, Madrid, or Bonn. 
These were favored particularly by emigrants from the 
capital and the northern and central cities of Angola. 
When the war situation worsened, those who were living 
in the south of Angola chose to migrate south, into 
Namibia and South Africa. 


Today there is quite a large group of Angolans in 
Namibia, consisting primarily of individuals of Kwan- 
yama or Ovambo origin (Ovambo is the designation 
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which the Kwanyamas assume in Namibia, together, 
they form a single ethnic group). In number, they are 
followed by the Ovimbundos, who may come from 
Huila. Huambo, Bie, or Benguela provinces. Estimates 
speak of about 45,000 Angolan emigrants in Namibia, 
but it is thought that the actual number 1s higher. 


‘You Speak Portuguese!’ 


Windhoek, 30 May, Independence Avenue. Five 
Angolan journalists are walking along the street in search 
of a little bar, to “hoist a few.” They stop in front of two 
Street vendors. When they exchange some comments 
about the items for sale, one of the vendors, an adoles- 
cent, exclaims: “Hey, you speak Portuguese!” It is a 
surprise to this young boy who left his country a long 
time ago without his family and who found lodging with 
an Angolan tamily that was already living here. They live 
in Katutura, which before Namibia's independence was 
the neighborhood for blacks. He has only vague memo- 
ries of Angola. He has retained the Portuguese language, 
which is spoken in the household. On the street he has to 
speak Afrikaans or English. 


This was the first, but not the last Angolan whom we 
encountered on the streets of Windhoek. In the shops, in 
the “‘carry-outs,” every place, we heard someone 
speaking Portuguese or, to Our surprise, answering us 1n 
Portuguese when our English was not good enough to 
understand certain idiomatic expressions used by the 
Namiubians. Sometimes they were Namibians who had 
lived in Angola before Namibia became independent 
and were quick to help out an Angolan when one 
appeared, but for the most part they were actually 
Angolans who had lived in Namibia for many years and 
who still remembered a few words—enough to say where 
they were born or simply to distinguish between “‘good 
morning and “good evening.” 


It 1s said that most of the Angolan community is in 
northern Namibia, engaged in various activities, from 
ranching to commerce or transportation. There are even 
wealthy Angolans in Namibia, or individuals who have 
achieved enough status to be considered representatives 
of the others. This 1s the case of Henriques, whom we 
met at a luncheon which the Angolan Embassy in Wind- 
hoek offered on | June for all Angolans, without distinc- 
tion, on the occasion of the signing of the cease-fire in 
Bicesse. The purpose of the luncheon was to bring 
together Angolans of various [political] persuasions 
residing in Namibia, and this was achieved; about 500 
people attended, eating and drinking together, forgetting 
that some of them had previously favored the govern- 
ment and others had backed the UNITA [National 
L'nion for the Tota! Independence of Angola] 


We were told that Henriques, who must have been 50 
some years of age, holds a minor position in UNITA. He 
has been living in Namibia since 1971 and is a native of 
Bie. During our few minutes in conversation with him, 
he said he was pleased with the peace accords and with 
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the possibility that many of the Angolans who had 
emigrated to Namibia might return one day to Angola. 


But the differences among the Angolans at that luncheon 
were sull there. Paulo de Oliveira is a young white 
Angolan who left Angola when he was two years old. He 
lived for about !0 years in Zimbabwe and another 10 
years in Namibia, always with his parents. He did his 
service in ihe South African army and now works in his 
father’s small commercial! establishment. His dream: 
“When peace really comes, I can go to Angola ai d get to 
know the country where I was born and that I have really 
never known.” 


This way of thinking 1s shared by many other Angolans 
who, on | June in Windhoek, attended a religious service 
held shortly before the fellowship luncheon and prayed 
that the peace would be real and that nothing would 
disturb it again. Amid the embraces and greetings. the 
word heard the most was “peace.” 


Young Emigrants 


Since Namibia became independent in April 1990, the 
number of young Angolan emigrants has grown. We used 
to hear about young boys who crossed the border in 
Cunene and disappeared in the vastness of Namibia, 
searching for better living consitions. We are not 
speaking only of young people from the south, but also 
from Luanda, who somehow or other managed to get 
that far. Today it is easier. TAAG [Angolan Airlines] 
introduced weekly connecting flights between Luanda 
and Windhoek, putting the Namibian capital only 90 
minutes away by air, and since then the number of young 
emigrants has grown substantially. 


Roberto Goncalves 1s one of these young people. He 1s 25 
years old and says he completed his pre-university edu- 
cation in 19%6. He has been in Namibia for two months, 
since 3 April, and he came here on a TAAG flight. His 
reasons for emigrating: to avoid military service, the 
impossibility of continuing his education for this reason; 
and so on. “Back there. when we wanted to buy some- 
thing. we had to stand in line; here it 1s not necessary,” 
he said, but it 1s understood that this 1s only a rational- 
ization. In Namibia, most of them do not have a home: 
they sleep here today, there tomorrow, in homes of 
people they do not know who will take them 1n for one or 
two nights. “They call me ‘Camel.’ because I never stop 
in the same place.’ Roberto Goncalves said, smiling. 
“Sometimes I even sleep in the street.” Apolinario 
Santos, 23, is also living in Namibia with no fixed 
residence. He has been here since 17 January and he 
crossed the border illegally. “I flew from Luanda to 
Lubango. I stayed there for two days and then I went to 
Cunene by car. At the border. they would not let me 
cross and | waited three days in Santa Clara. Then I said 
I was going to buy bread on the other side of the border. 
I never went back...” 


Each of these young people tells his story as if it were an 
adventure. The fact 1s, however, that they do not explain 
their reasons for leaving very well, but they have their 
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why’s and wherefore’s and who are we to question them? 
But they had more to say. Roberto Goncalves (**Didi” to 
his friends) said his goal was to emigrate to Europe. “Not 
to Lisbon, because it is already full of Angolans.”’ He 
spoke of France or Switzerland. So Namibia ts seen as a 
spring board, the foreign country which is the closest and 
which offers the best conditions, and also because airline 
tickets to Europe cost a fortune today. 


New Market for Contraband 


The Kalahari Sands Hotel, 0530 hours, Room 403. The 
telephone rings insistently. The Angolan journalist 
answers it, trying to put a lilt into his English. From the 
other end of the line comes a man’s voice, speaking in 
broken Portuguese, half mixed with French. Someone is 
asking for help; he does not know any English and they 
told him there are Angolans in the hotel who can speak 
it. He needs an interpreter and offers to pay for the 
service. The next day the hotel concierge asked the 
newsman why some Angolans speak Portuguese among 
themselves and others speak French or pidgin English. 
He was curious. Also: why do they keep going back and 
forth with so much baggage? It was difficult to explain, 
because with each attempt the Namibian understood 
less. “Was part of Angola colonized by the French?” he 
asked. The newsman had to excuse himself to bring the 
conversation to an end. We could not determine what 
products these salesmen were bringing to Windhoek. 
However, we ascertained that the African-style clothing, 
in dyed fabrics of so-called “Congo cloth,” is selling for 
high prices in the fashionable shops. Other items are 
included in the voluminous baggage and it must be 
profitable to market them in Namibia, or there would 
not be such an influx. 


Such are the Angolans in Namibia. Those who emigrated 
many years ago, those who emigrated more recently, and 
those who travel there purely on business. 


* Fate of Political Prisoners Examined 


Y1AF1I250A Lisbon O INDEPENDENTE in Portuguese 
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{Article by Jorge Araujo: ““Santos’s Prisoners’’] 


{Text} Lina was arrested on 25 October 1983. The 


charge: attempted coup d'etat and espionage on behalf of 


12 foreign secret services. However, it is rumored in 
Luanda that this is not the real story, and that the straw 
that broke the back of the MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] leaders was an appeal, 
signed by Lina, for the “calling of a national convention 
of all political and socioprofessional organizations and 
all the country’s leading forces with the goal of defining 
and spelling out the national political model.” 


In Sao Paulo Prison 


But the leader of MUSA [Angola Socialist Unity Move- 
ment] did not stop there. He went even further and 
called for the holding of a round table with the MPLA, 
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FNLA [National Frout for the Liberation of Angola], 
Unita [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola], and FLEC [Front for the Liberation of the 
Cabinda Enclave], the armed movements that were in 
existence at that time. His misfortune was that the 
authorities did not like his daring. They locked him up in 
the State Security Prison, out on the Catete highway, and 
they threw away the key. 


About two years ago, Moises Lina was able to breathe a 
litthe more freely. The order was issued for him to be 
transferred to Sao Paulo Prison in Luanda, the place 
where O INDEPENDENTE went to meet him. How- 
ever, in spite of this “qualitative leap,” Sao Paulo is far 
from being paradise. In spite of the fact that living 
conditions there are better than those at the Catete 
highway prison, things are far from being a bed of roses. 
Lina talked to us about meals based on rice, about 
prisoners sleeping on the floor, and about living in close 
proximity with the mentally ill who are being kept there. 


However, not even this bleak outlook prevented Moises 
Lina from picking up his pen. The result was a text on the 
need for a democratic alternative coming out of the 
initiative of the whole civilian opposition in Angola. 
According to his companions, this fact, together with the 
leading role that he could come to play at the present 
time in the country’s life, explains the way in which the 
nation’s authorities have been postponing his release 
from prison. 


For that reason, and as long as he does not receive orders 
to walk out the prison doors, Lina 1s killing time with 
other companions in martyrdom. There are about 300 of 
them in all, the large majority of whom are political 
prisoners. The others are “comanguistas” [smugglers] 
caught red-handed in their diamond caches. 


Lucas Lukombo 1s neither a “musaista’” [member of 
MUSA] nor a “comanguista.” He is a member of 
UNITA, and he was arrested nearly six years ago while 
he was on a service mission in the Huambo region. He 
was in the Sao Nicolau Prison Camp, and for about the 
last two years, he has been Lina’s companion at Sao 
Paulo Prison. 


Last Wednesday [12 June], Lukombo joined our group 
in the little visiting room of his new “house.” He spoke 
low and in halting Portuguese. But he made it under- 
stood that he has two great dreams: to see Savimbi enter 
Luanda, and to pick up the pieces of his lite which was so 
brutally interrupted nearly six years ago 


Goodbye, Companion 


He is an Angolan and he answers to the name of Alfredo 
Sumbo. In November 1983, he fell into the nets of State 
Security and he has never again breathed the hot air of 
the bay. He disappeared without leaving a trace, but now 
it is Known that he 1s rotting away in the Sao Nicolau 
Prison Camp 
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Sumbo ts a militant in the Angola Socialist Unity Move- 
ment (MUSA), and his only crime was to have let his 
thoughts wander along paths other than those favored by 
the MPLA/PT [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola/Labor Party]. For that reason, in January 1987, 
he was “tried” by a people’s revolutionary court and 
sentenced to 17 years in jail. 


Since then, he has swallowed sour grapes. He shares his 
life with 3,000 other prisoners, who often live in sub- 
human conditions, and, according to our sources, 1s 
subject to so-called “regulatory work,” a very diplomatic 
way of saying “forced labor.”’ But since misfortune never 
comes alone, Sumbo also saw his female companion in 
adventures die in prison, “a victim of mistreatment.” 


Sumbo 1s one of the many political prisoners who fill the 
regime’s prisons. Many of them have never even been 
formally indicted and, in spite of the climate of political 
openness that has been talked about so much, they do 
not know when they will finally be able to walk through 
the streets of Luanda again. The fact is that, officially, 
they do not exist. “There are no political prisoners in 
Angola,” President Jose Eduardo dos Santos stated 
recently. Human rights activists have taken note of the 
MPLA leader’s statements. Then they smile and answer: 
“The president has also said that there is no cholera in 
Angola, but it is there, as you can see.” 


According to certain information, there are prisoners for 
crimes of conscience for all tastes and of every type in 
Angola. O INDEPENDENTE got access to a list of 155 
names. “A drop in the bucket,” they tell us. Some of 
them are UNITA and MUSA militants. Others are 
religious leaders of the Tocoist church. But there are also 
individuals from Jonas Savimbi's organization who 
embarked on the “policy of clemency and national 
harmonization,” and who ended up seeing the initial 
direction being detoured toward the prison camps. 


A Cat For a Hare 


It was Agostinho Neto who had the idea first. He gave it 
the name of “policy of clemency and national harmoni- 
zation” and he thought that, thanks to it, he would end 
up undermining the unity of the enemy forces. The 
objective was clear: to make the “black sheep” of the 
Angolan family return to the MPLA flock. To achieve 
their desired end, the “comrades” of the single party did 
not look at the means. They promised pie-in-the-sky and 
money. On the top line, pardon for mistakes committed 
previously and the guarantee of integration into Angolan 
society with no problems 


About four years ago, the project was started back up 
again by the regime’s new men. Nevertheless, the harvest 
was never very good, in that UNITA continued to make 
the MPLA’s life miserable. In spite of that, some indi- 
viduals from the Jamba organization went to the talks, 
believed the sweet-sounding words, and fell in the trap. 
According to trustworthy sources, the fact is that many 
of the promises were never fulfilled. Quite the contrary. 
And instead of the much-ballyhooed brighter tomorrows 
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that they sang about, they were presented with four walls 
and the mistreatment of many of the country’s prisons. 
Luis Pereira and Francisco Chindela are two of those 
who, instead of the hares they had been promised, had to 
content themselves with cats that were difficult to 
swallow. 


A Breach in the Circle 


In the matter of political prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience, UNITA does not exactly have a clean record 
either. It is just that it lives in a closed circle in Jamba, 
which makes it difficult for news concerning violations 
of human rights to reach the outside world. 


Everything seems tc indicate, however, that this picture 
is about to change. The fact is that the organization led 
by Jonas Savimbi is going to have to open the doors of its 
bunker during this transitional phase, and its blemishes 
will certainly be exposed for public view. 


Nowadays when people talk about UNITA’s political 
prisoners, two names crop up immediately: Tito Chin- 
gungi and Wilson Santos. The former was the “boss” of 
the rebel movement's foreign relations. As for Wilson, he 
has been, among other positions, UNITA’s delegate in 
Lisbon. 


Nothing is known of the day-to-day habits of these two 
men. It is not even known if they are still alive. For this 
very reason, the only thing that 1s known for certain is 
that they have been branded by VORGAN [Voice of the 
Black Cockerel], UNITA’s radio station, as traitors to 
the movement's cause. The reason: They allegedly con- 
tacted leaders of the MPLA. 


After the handshakes between the Angolan enemy 
brothers, the case of these two UNITA individuals 
should, in principle, change shape. The fact is that the 
only crime of which they can be accused 1s that of having 
anticipated history. For that very reason, they should, 
naturally, go from being considered traitors to being 
considered as heroes. The only thing 1s that this has not 
yet been the case, for which reason one is left to wait for 
the opening of the borders of Jamba in order to see a 
little more clearly over what may become one of the 
main headaches of Savimbi and his brothers. 


Botswana 


Joint Cuban Commission Meets in Gaborone 


MB2407194891 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 24 Jul 91 


[Text] The Botswana-Cuba Joint Commission on Eco- 
nomic, Scientific, and Technical Cooperation will meet 
tomorrow and Friday in Gaborone to review progress 
since its inception in 1989. The Cuban delegation, led by 
the vice president of the State Committee of Economic 
Cooperation, Mrs. (Naomi Velones de Mendosa), 
arrived in Botswana this afternoon. The minister for 
external affairs, Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe, will officially 
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open the meeting and co-chair it with the Cuban min- 
ister. A news release from the Department of External 
Affairs says since the signing of the commission Cuba 
has offered Botswana scholarships in architecture, phar- 
maceutical sciences, and engineering. Cuba has also 
provided Botswana with medical personnel. The two 
countries are presently working on a trade agreement. 


Foreign Minister Speaks 


M{B2607140791 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 25 Jul 91 


[Text] The minister of external affairs, Dr. Gaositwe 
Chiepe, says Botswana is grateful for the Cuban medical 
personnel working in Botswana and the continued 
awarding of scholarships to Batswana to study in Cuba. 
Dr. Chiepe was officially opening the second Botswana- 
Cuba joint commission on economics, scientific and 
technical cooperation at the Ministry of External Affairs 
this morning. The minister said that three Batswana are 
currently pursuing specialist periods of training in 
Cuban institutions of higher learning, and that several 
Cuban medical personnel are working in hospitals and 
clinics under the auspices of the cooperation agreement 
Signed in 1988. 


The Cuban delegation is led by the country’s deputy 
minister of state committee for economic cooperation, 
Ms. (Naomi Benedizo Mendoza). The meeting will be 
co-chaired by the secretary for external affairs, Mr. 
Geoffrey Garebamono, and the deputy director of the 
Africa Desk, Mrs. Theresa Machadu. 


Dr. Chiepe said the meeting is yet another milestone in 
the history of the two countries’ relationship which 
began many years ago, when they established non- 
residential diplomatic relations. In response, Ms. (Men- 
doza) said her country has been subjected to economic 
sanctions by the United States for the past 30 years, but 
has cooperated with and assisted many countries, 
including Botswana. She pointed out that Cubans are 
working in over 30 countries worldwide, while thou- 
sands of foreign students are studying in Cuban institu- 
tions. The next Cuba-Botswana meeting is scheduled for 
Havana in two years 


‘Scandal’ Settled Over Botswana Bank of Credit 


(4B 3107062491 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in Enelish 1910 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] The minister of finance and development plan- 
ning has been asked to clarify the position of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce in view of the international 
scandal! that has hit the bank’s sister branches world- 
wide. The request was made by the member of Parlia- 
ment for Kgalagadi, Mr. (Letsedimo Machibemele), in 
Parliament today when contributing to the debate on the 
National Development Plan 7 


Mr. (Machibemele) said politically, Minister Mogae 1s 
answerable to those who have dealings with the bank as 
he licensed it. He said despite repeated assurances by the 
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governor of the Bank of Botswana that there is no cause 
for alarm, people also want to hear what the minister 
responsible has to say. Mr. (Machibemele) said he was 
concerned that the confidence of the BCCB [Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Botswana] was being eroded, as 
people were withdrawing their accounts from the bank. 


By yesterday the governor of the Bank of Botswana, Mr. 
Quill Hermans, dismissed as unfounded rumors specu- 
lating around the city about allegations of corruption 
within the Bank of Credit and Commerce Botswana. He 
Said investigations made by his bank with the coopera- 
tion of the police show no evidence of misconduct on the 
part of the BCCB staff and that it will continue to 
operate as usual under the supervision of the Bank of 
Botswana. Mr. Hermans said although some depositors 
and other people have moved their accounts from the 
BCCB, the bank is still in sound financial position. 


Madagascar 


Ratsiraka Holds News Conference Following Release 


LD3007113791 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] The situation in Madagascar could change again 
very quickly. President Didier Ratsiraka held a surprise 
news conference this morning—it should be taking place 
at this moment. And as happens every day, tens of 
thousands of people have gathered at the Place du 13 
Mai. The crowd came to hail [opposition] Prime Min- 
ister Albert Zafy. Jean Helene reports. 


[Helene] It was a day of joy for the crowd at the Place du 
13 Mai, who this morning celebrated the release of the 
four [opposition] ministers who were abducted last 
week. France was often thanked and cited for the For- 
eign Ministry communiques demanding their release. 
Each of them recounted his detention, which was more 
or less unpleasant according to each case. They all ended 
their speeches with the pledge: the struggle continues. 


People listened attentively to two hours of speeches after 
giving a delirious welcome to the members of the Active 
Forces Committee. This morning's speakers complained 
bitterly of radio and television censorship in Madagas- 
car. They said it was sad to have to resort to foreign radio 
stations to keep oneself informed and on this point RFI 
received particular mention. Finally, as a tribute to the 
Malagasy churches that are behind this peaceful move- 
ment, Pastor Andriamanyjato invited the crowd to sing a 
hymn. 


Opposition Rejects Ratsiraka Offer 


AB3007170091 Dakar PANA in English 1158 GMT 
30 Jul 91 


[Text] Dakar, 30 July (PANA)}—Madagascan opposition 
parties have categorically rejected Sunday's offer by the 
island nation’s president, Didier Ratsiraka, to form a 
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government of national unity and organise a referendum 
before the end of the year after dissolving the present 
government. Reports reaching Dakar Tuesday from 
Antananarivo said the opposition took that decision 
Monday during a rally at the 13 May Square in the 
Madagascan capital. The opposition leaders said the 
president's decisions came too late and that the only 
solution to the crisis was for him to leave the post he had 
occupied for 16 years. They called for the continuation 
of the struggle until Ratsiraka abdicates. 


Demonstrators Greet Freed Opposition 


AB3007165391 Paris AFP in English 1339 GMT 
30 Jul 91 


[Text] Antananarivo, July 30 (AFP)—More than 
100,000 demonstrators thronged the Madagascan capital 
on Tuesday to greet the return of opposition “ministers” 
set free after being detained last week by security forces. 
They included opposition coalition leader Albert Zafy, 
the “prime minister” of the would-be transitional gov- 
ernment. 


“Despite our absence we were with you and it 1s you who 
obtained our freedom,” he told the enthusiastic crowd 
on May 1|3 Square, the venue since June 10 for vast and 
peaceful rallies to persuade President Didier Ratsiraka 
to step down and scrap the Marxist Constitution he 
introduced on taking power in 1975. 


“Our release is a victory. We are going to continue the 
struggle,” Mr. Zafy said. He told AFP the Front had not 
yet decided on its new strategy following the releases and 
Admiral Ratsiraka’s offer of dialogue. Some opposition 
militants are pushing for a full transfer of power. Mr. 
Zafy said he was waiting to see what emerged at a press 
conference the president was to give later on Tuesday at 
his official residence 15 kilometres (nine miles) outside 
the capital. 


Mozambique 


Writer Comments on Renamo ‘Terrorism’ 


MB2607143091 London BBC World Service in English 
0535 GMT 26 Jul 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program presented by 
Hilton Fyle—recorded] 


[Text] [Fyle] Renamo [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] rebels, who have been fighting against the Gov- 
ernment of Mozambique, seem to be sending two con- 
trasting signals to the international community. In 
Rome, their leaders have been participating in peace 
talks. The next round should resume next week. But in 
Mozambique itself they have just carried out their worst 
ever massacre of civilians in Nampula Province. Nearly 
1,000 killed and many of their heads cut off and dis- 
played on the shelves of shops. So how sincere is 
Renamo in talking peace and what kind of future is it 
pursuing” 
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Well, Alex Vines writes on Mozambican affairs. His 
latest book 1s called: ““Renamo: Terrorism in Mozam- 
bique” and 1s just Out, so who better to make sence of 
Renamo and its activities? Alex Vines, welcome to 
“Network Africa’. What's the point of this massacre if 
Renamo ts talking peace? 


{Vines} No, this massacre that happened on 29 June ts 
actually a deliberate massacre by Renamo, I am afraid. 
Renamo has a whole history and tradition of using 
brutalized murders to make political statements and this 
massacre is One of those. Previously, we had heard of 
Homoine, Manjacaze which 1s in the south of Mozam- 
bique, which was in 1987 where 500 people were killed. 
But this is the biggest massacre so far of the war in 
Mozambique. 


[Announcer] So whats the point of it? 


[Vines] The point is that the massacre was against a 
group called Naparamas [Government-sponsored 
militia]. Now, Naparamas is a neo-traditional group. 
What I mean is, Naparamas is a group that has set itself 
up on using Mozambican culture, Mozambican tradi- 
tions. It is [words indistinct] a real mixture, syncretic 
mixture between Christianity and local animism and it 
has formed a militia that claims that it has a magic power 
against bullets and can produce peace in the areas that it 
goes into. So, from around May 1990, a person called 
Manuel Antonio has been vaccinating hundreds of 
Mozambicans who volunteered to join his forces and has 
started a crusade against the war. Now, the Mozambican 
Government actually supports Naparamas and has 
encouraged it, although originally, in the early days of 
the Naparamas, there was ambivalence and some skep- 
ticism in Maputo whether they support such an organi- 
zation, but when Naparamas started making inroads 
and, actually, (?1t went) like a fire across the northern 
bushveld, areas of Renamo territory were regained by 
Naparamas and Naparamas generated more people 
coming in to get vaccinated by this holy vaccine of 
Manuel Antenio. The government saw it as a successful 
way of regaining territory from Renamo. 


[Fyle] So, what exactly happened, then, on 29 June? 


[Vines] What the whole Lalaua massacre 1s about 1s that 
it is to demonstrate that the people who are supporters of 
Naparamas are not protected by magic, that Manuel 
Antonio cannot protect them. Now, Renamo, as it has 
been in recent weeks, 1s regaining certain areas around 
Lalaua, in northern Nampula Province, in the north of 
Mozambique. What Renamo has been doing 1s, it has 
been saying in the areas that it is reoccupying, we have 
developed an anti-Naparamas vaccine. We have devel- 
oped a vaccine that protects our soldiers against Napara- 
mas’ magic and it reveals Naparamas, who were invisible 
to bullets, to our weaponry. 


[Fyle] Can we conclude, having heard all this from you, 
that Renamo 1s really serious about peace? 
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[Vines] No, that is the problem and this massacre is a 
reflection that Renamo at the moment ts deeply uncom- 
fortable about peace You see, this area which the 
massacre has taken pia-« in 1s essential electoral territory 
for Renamo, which 1 ‘as to win. It is the most fertile 
area and has not been suffering so badly by drought as 
other areas in Mozam>ique. So, for food production, to 
feed the combatants, to keep Renamo going, because the 
external side of Renamo is not as important as it used to 
be: You don’t have large amounts of aid coming through 
South Africa, and the Kenyan links with Renamo are 
there but they are not as important as people would like 
to say [sentence as heard]. This is why Renamo has to 
create a zone which it completely dominates and can 
manipulate before it can go into a full negotiating 
process (?so it’s confident) for peace. 


[Fyle] So, as you can see in the immediate future, you 
can see Renamo stalling? 


[Vines] It is. What Renamo is trying to do, is it 1s trying 
to carve out areas that it can dominate, (?where it) can 
feel secure. Then, maybe, then once it has done that, we 
may be able to see a more serious move toward negoti- 
ation? It is not like 1986, or 1987, when Renamo 
actually—ait has to be said—had popular support in some 
areas, including the areas we are talking about now, 
where this massacre has taken place. 


[Fyle] [Words indistinct] change in Maputo? 


[Vines] The government has changed. The agenda has 
changed. Renamo finds itself without an agenda, without 
a real base to campaign on and it is also finding—and 
this is the problem—the Naparamas is [words indistinct] 
and the Naparamas is only one group. There are other 
groups like Naparamas, called Mongoi in the south, in 
Gaza Province, and (Samantangi) in Gorongosa, which 
is the central area of Renamo, that is in central Mozam- 
bique. These are reflections of the Mozambique peas- 
antry rejecting Renamo, rejecting war. 


[Fyle] So, problems for Renamo at home and no pros- 
pects for peace in Rome? 


[Vines] No prospects in the near future for peace in 
Rome, I am afraid. 


[Fyle}] Alex Vines, thank you very much. 


Republic of South Africa 


Mandela Continues Official Visit in Mexico 
W'A310711289] 


For reportage on the visit by African National Congress 
President Nelson Mandela to Mexico, including reports 
on his talks with Mexican President Salinas, please see 
the Mexico section of the 31 July Latin America DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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Zambia 


Officials Differ on Corn Nieal Price Increase 


MB2607142491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1413 GMT 26 Jul 91 


[Text] Lusaka July 26 SAPA—Zambia’s acting minister 
of commerce and industry, Mr Mulondwe Muzungu, and 
the secretary to the cabinet, Mr Sketchley Sacika, have 
differed sharply concerning the policy on maize meal 
control. 


The two government leaders issued conflicting state- 
ments spelling out the apparent policy differences in the 
Zambian Government. 


Mr Mzungu on July 23 said the maize meal price had 
now been decontrolled with immediate effect. 


When contacted for comment on Friday, Mr Muzungu 
said: “Yes, | can confirm that such a development has 
taken place.” 


But Mr Sacika reacted: “No, the government has not 
decontrolled the price of mealie meal. It 1s a staple food 
and we cannot afford to do so.” 


Political observers in Lusaka were puzzled that such 
high-level government officials could publicly differ, 
thereby suggesting they did not know what was hap- 
pening in various vital organs of the government. 


A spokesman in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
said it had become imperative that the price of maize 
meal) goes up or international donors would not release 
part of the pledged 650 million US dollars. 


Newspaper reports on Friday said the government 
planned to raise the price of 25kg roller maize from 
ZK{Zambian kwacha]158 to ZK190 in August, to 
ZK270 in November and to ZK325 by December. 


25kg of breakfast maize meal would rise from ZK215 to 
ZK280, ZK450 and ZK590 respectively. 


President Kenneth Kaunda earlier annulled the price 
increase by millers in June, but instead subsidised them 
with the injection of ZK443 million saying: “This is not 
the right time to increase the price of the staple food, 
otherwise we risk losing the elections.” 


The opposion Movement for Multi-party Democracy 
(MMD) Chairman for Local Government and Environ- 
ment Michael Sata claimed the government had frozen 
the maize meal price for fear of losing the elections. 


Meanwhile, the government has increased sales tax by 20 
percent on soft drinks, cigarettes, beer and spirits. 


Fees and taxes on motor vehicles, forestry products, 
casino licences, hunting, fishing and land have risen by 
100 percent. 
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The government is currently struggling to reduce the 
budget deficit gap from ZK14.8 billion to the estimated 
ZK4.3 billion this year 


Mealie Meal Prices Fluctuate in Lusaka 


MB2707190091 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 27 Jul ¥! 


{Text} Despite the government's denial last Thursday {25 
Jul] that mealie meal prices had been decontrolled 
Lusaka residents today bought the staple food at prices 
ranging from 215 to 350 kwacha. According to a Zambia 
News Agency [ZANA] survey around the capital, a 25 kg 
bag in (?state) shops sold at the usua! government- 
controlled price of 215 kwacha, which in markets the 
prices varied from 300 to 350 kwacha. This 1s an increase 
of between 50 and 100 kwacha., as previously a 25 kg bag 
used to sell from between 250 and 300 kwacha 


ZANA says mealie meal seems to be available in most 
parts of the town, although queues of women could sul! 
be seen in front of state shops in Chimenge and Kalin- 


galinga. 


Acting Commerce and Industry Minister Mulondwe 
Muzungu announced through a Statutory instrument 
that mealie meal prices had been decontrolled, but the 
Statement was denied by Secretary to the Cabinet 
Sketchley Sacika. 


Zimbabwe 


PAC Official Appears in Court on Drug Charges 


MB3007182091 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1711 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Harare July 30 SAPA—An official of the Pan 
Africanist Congress [PAC], Mr Ravud: Michael! Mapha: 
appeared briefly in the Harare Magistrate's Court on 
Tuesday on allegations of importing mandrax tablets 
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into Zimbabwe. He was remanded in custody to August 
14. reports ZIANA national news agency 


Mr Maphai is the deputy chief representative of the PAC 
in Zimbabwe. He was arrested by the police last 
November when allegedly found in possession of 93&8kg 
of mandrax tablets with a street value of ZD{[ Zimbabwe 
dollars} 40 million 


Bank of Credit, Commerce Awards Scholarships 


B3107070491 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
2025 GMT 30 Jul Yl 


(Text) Harare July 30 SAPA—The Bank of Credit and 
Commerce Zimbabwe [BCCZ] on Tuesday [30 July} 
awarded 26 University of Zimbabwe [UZ] students with 
scholarships worth ZD [Zimbabwe dollar] | 30.000 
ZIANA national news agency reported. Before handing 
the cheque to the UZ vice-chancellor, Mr Walter Kamba. 
BCCZ Chairman Mr Enos Chiura said Zimbabwe 
needed the right skills levels to enable it to compete 
favourably on international markets. This was especially 
so now that the country was embarking on an ambitious 
economic reform programme «* ch would expose it to 
international competition 


“The country, therefore, needs the nght skills levels t 
make it compete favourably on the internationa! mar- 
kets.” Mr Chiura said. Countries which had shown 
impressive economic growth in the recent past spend 
large sums of money on education, he added. “A country 
can have lots of money, plenty of natura! resources and 
State of the art plant and machinery But without trained 
and skilled human resources, that country will never 
advar-e economically.’ 


He said despite adverse reports concerning the bank of 
Credit and Commerce International, to which BCC Z is 
an affiliate, his company had not been affected by the 
developments in Europe and the United States. BCC Z— 
a joint venture between the Zimbabwean Government 
and BCCIl—has awarded scholarships worth ZD 265.000 
to deserving students since its inception in 198] 
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Benin 


Presicent Soglo Announces New Cabinet 29 Jul 


482907212391 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio Network in French 
L930 GMT 29 Jul Yl 


[President Nicephore Soglo announces composition of 
new cabinet to National Assembly members in Porto 
Novo on 29 July] 


| Text] 

General Secretary at the Presidency in charge of [words 
indistinct}: Desire Vieyra 

Minister Delegate to the Presidency in charge of defense 
Florentin Feliho 

Minister of Interior, Security, and Territorial Adminis- 
tration. Richard Adjaho 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation: (Professor 
Theodore Holo) 

Minister of Finance: Paul Dossou 

Minister of Justice and Legislation: Yves Yehouess: 
Minister of Planning and Economic Restructuring 
(Robert Dagnon) 

Minister in Charge of Relations With the Parhament and 
Spokesman of the Government. (Marius Francisco) 
Minister of National Education: (Karim Amon) 
Minister of Public Works and Transport: (Florentin 
Crbetohaba) 

Minister of Civil Service and Administrative Reform 
(Degan Antoine) 

Minister of Culture and Communications: Paulin Houn- 
tond): 

Minister of [word indistinct] and the Promotion of Small 
and Medium-Scale Enterprises: (Lofto Rigobert) 
Minister of Environment, Housing, and Town Planning 
Eustache Farre 

Minister of Labor. Employment, and Social Welfare 
Veronique Ahoyo 

M .nister of Health: Veronique Lawson 

Minister of Energy. Mines. and Hydraulic Resources 
Aurelien Houessou 

Minister of Commerce and Tourism: (Holion Bernard) 
Minister of Rural Development: Adamou Ndiaye 
Minister of Youth and Sports: Theophile Nata 


Burkina Faso 


Three Opposition Members Arrested in Ivory Coast 
1BOSU7122691 Paris AFP in French 1901 GMI 


2S Jul 9! 


- 


[Text] Abidjan. 25 Jul (AFP}—According to various 
sources today. three people believed to be members of a 
Burkinabe opposition party were arrested here yesterday 
by the police and were still in custody today at the 
headquarters of the Directorate of Territorial Surveil- 
lance {DST}. An Ivorian official source told AFP that 
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they were picked “while printing 20,000 pany member- 
ship cards.” According to the same source, the three are 
being detained at the DST headquarters for “further 
investigation” and could be released tomorrow 


(in Ouagadougou. an official of the Burkina Labor Party 
{PTB} told AFP today that Herve Compaore. a member 
of the PTB secretariat. and his driver were arrested in 
Abidjan yesterday) 


PTB Secretary General Clement Oumarou OQuedraogo. a 
former minister of President Blaise Compaore’s govern- 
ment, visited Abidjan earl, this month. On that occa- 
$10n, al a news conference alt the headquarters of the 
leading Ivorian opposition party. the Ivorian Popular 
Front, he stated that President Compaore “was not a 
democrat.” According to an authoritative source in 
Abidjan today. Ivory Coast does not “want to serve as a 
launching ground for destabilization activities against a 
brotherly country.” 


Opposition Presence in New Cabinet Viewed 
4B2907214791 Libreville Africa N: 
L830 GMT 26 Jul 91 


lin French 


[Text] Today the Burkinabe opposition entered the new 
cabinet of Blaise Compaore. a transitional government 
which has replaced the one (’set up) last month in which 
the opposition did not participate’ Yannick Laurent 
Bayala reports from Ouagadougou 


[Begin Bayala recording} [Words indistinct} Today. the 
main contingents of the Group of | 3 [G-1 3] have entered 
the public administration to manage with those in power 
the transitory phase before the elections) Hermann 
Yameogo, leader of the Alliance for Democracy and 
Federation, will take the portfolio of agriculture and 
animal husbandry. Pierre Tapsoba. of the Nationa! Con- 
vention of Progressive Patriots-PSB 1s minister of equip- 
ment, transport, and communications. Alain Zoubga ot 
the BPF [expansion unknown] becomes minister of 
environment, housing. and urban planning Another 
leader of the G-13 to enter the new cabinet is Mrs 
Marlene Zebango of the [word indistinct}. who holds the 
portfolio tor youth and sports 


Of course, the Organization for Popular Democracy- 
Labor Movement remains highly represented in the 
transitional government, with the presence notably of 
the minister in charge of missions, Roch Marc Kabore 
the minister of finance and planning, Frederic Korsaga 
and the holder of the portfolio of territorial administra- 
tion, Leonard Compaore Other political leanings are 
also present in the new cabinet, notably those that 
worked for the roundtable meeting recently initiated by 
the head of state’ These include the Movement of 
Democratic Patnots, whose leader remains minister of 
popular defense and security. and the African Indepen- 
dence Party, which obtained the posts of health and 
environment ministers, as well as the Ecological Party 
for Progress. whose secretary general, Charles Salvi 
Some, 1s the new minister of information and cuiture 
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along with the PSD [expansion unknown] with Benoit 
Lompo as minister of justice. 


Another significant fact is that the new Burkinabe for- 
eign minister is Issa Dominique Konate of the MPS 
[expansion unknown]. He replaces Prosper Vokoumo in 
the outgoing cabinet. As for Alice Tiendrebeogo, she 
remains the primary school education munisier. [end 
recording} 


I must add that Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore 
yesterday proclaimed an ‘amnesty for persons sentenced 
in or charged with political offenses since the country’s 
independence in 1960. The ordinance on this, which was 
published yesterday, specified that it is forbidden to 
recall penal sentences, disciplinary sanctions, and terms 
that have been overtaken by the amnesty. 


Ghana 


Soviet Solidarity Committee Team Holds Talks 


AB2907094591 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 27 Jul 91 


[Text] A three-member delegation of the Soviet Afro- 
Asian Solidarity Committee, now on a visit to Ghana, 
has held discussions with the Central Regional secretary, 
Mr. Ato Austin, in Cape Coast. Yaw Afari Darko sent us 
this report: 


| Begin Darko recording] The talks, which took about one 
hour, centered on possible areas of further cooperation 
between Ghana and the Soviet Union with emphasis on 
investment opportunities in the Central Region. 


Briefing the delegation, Mr. Ato Austin spoke about 
existing potentials for the development of fisheries, 
agro-based industries, and rural infrastructure, and the 
search for international assistance to boost tourism. He 
said tests conducted with the help of a Soviet agency has 
shown positive signs that sunflower can be cultivated on 
a large scale in the region for the production of vegetable 
oil. The regional secretary said about 10,000 hectares of 
land has been acquired in the Gomoa, Ejyumako. and 
Agona areas for the project. He hoped the delegation will 
explore ways of assisting. On the political situation, Mr. 
Ato Austin said Ghana is following with keen interest 
and concern the current transformation process in the 
Soviet Union. He hoped tne Soviet Union will eventu- 
ally overcome the initial difficulties and once again 
assume its leadership role in world development. 


The leader of the delegation, Mr. (Zhaniberg Shashed- 
naliyev) described perestroyka as a dynamic historical 
evolution which will launch the country higher in its 
development. He said his country appreciates the role 
Ghana 1s playing in the Nonaligned Movement for the 
strengthening of Afro-Asian solidarity. The Soviet 
people, he said, are looking forward to establishing new 
ways of fruitful relationship with the people of Ghana. 
Mr. (Shashednaliyev) indicated his organization's 
interest in cooperating with Ghana in the fields of 
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education, scientific research, and the training of Gha- 
naian Air Force personnel. [end recording] 


Guinea-Bissau 


Vieira Carries out ‘Slight’ Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB2607172591 Dakar PANA in French 0952 GMT 
24 Jul Yi 


{Text} Bissau, 24 Jul (ANG/PANA}—On 22 July Presi- 
dent Joao Bernardo Vieira of Guinea-Bissau carried out 
a slight reshuffle of his cabinet with the appointment of 
Mr. Manuel! Mane as the new resident minister for the 
Eastern Province. Mr. Manuel, who until his appoint- 
ment was entirely devoted to his industrial and commer- 
cial activities, since the last extraordinary congress of the 
(ruling) African Party for the Independence of Guinea- 
Bissau and Cape Verde has been a member of that 
party's central committee. The new Eastern Province 
minister was appointed to replace Mr. Mario Mendes 
Correia, the new secretary of state for youth, culture, and 
sports. Mr. Correia takes over for Mr. Alexandre Brito 
Ribeiro Furtado who now holds the education portfolio. 


This slight cabinet reshuffle follows the dismissal of 
former Education Minister Manuel Rambout Bercelos 
earlier this month in the wake of a strike by teachers for 
salary increases and the payment of a subsidy waived by 
a Swedish nongovernmental organization. Since the 
departure of Mr. Rambout Barcelos and the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Alexandre Furtado to the post of minister of 
education, the latter has been concurrently performing 
the duties of minister of education and secretary of state 
for vouth, culture, and sports 


Ivory Coast 


General Guei Discusses Reports of ‘Mutiny’ 


AB3007103291 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 30 Jul 91 pp. 12, 13 


[Interview with General Robert Guei, chief of the Gen- 
eral Staff, by Salif Diaby and Nazaire Breka of FRA- 
TERNITE MATIN, date not given] 


[Text] [FRATERNITE MATIN] General, there are 
reports about a mutiny. Some of your comrades in arms 
tried to repeat what happened last year. in May 1990: 
that 1s. to forment a revolt. Some even talk about an 
abortive coup d’etat. What really happened? 


{Guei] Indeed a certain number of soldiers are involved 
in a forceful action which was to take place last on 23 
July. These soldiers were to put the finishing touches to 
their plan at their last meeting on 22 and 23 July. Indeed, 
they were to mount their deadly scenario, but thanks to 
the various contacts we have had, the awareness cam- 
paign we launched enabled us, once again, to discover 
that Ivorians are not used to disorder. In fact, we decided 
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that Ivonans should not be made to suffer from the 
blood which would be spilled on their soil. This is why 
we are always vigilant. After this decision, some soldiers 
were caught red-handed. They had already distributed 
bullets to start the action. We arrested them. We cannot 
talk about a coup d'etat. This is a purely military affair. 
So, I repeat that this is a military affair which we are 
going to settle in accordance with military laws. Investi- 
gations are under way to unmask all those who are 
directly or indirectly involved to establish the various 
degrees of responsibility. At the appropriate time, fuller 
details will be given on this. It is only then that the names 
of people will be published. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] What will be the fate of those 
found guilty? 


{Guei] I am anxious to stress immediately that those 
young men are actually alive. They will be court- 
martialed to decide their fate, but | make it a point to say 
that that is a military affair and the regulations will, 
therefore, be applied. The moral and physical avail- 
ability of the president of the Republic, who made it a 
point to give the Army special advantages resulting in a 
new uniform for each soldier, is *9 be hailed. Every 
morning when I see a soldier with worn out heels, I 
immediately send him to the warehouse to replace his 
shoes. That was not the case in the past, and for 10 years 
the Army has suffered from all that. We have just 
equipped the test laboratories units, which means that a 
gendarmes based in Odienne will no longer come down 
to Abidjan for medical checkups. Most of the medical 
tests can be carried out there. I think that there are highly 
commendable sacrifices which ought to prompt 
everyone to think correctly. Despite all that, some have 
dreamed of those kinds of actions aimed at sowing 
confusion within the Army. We know who is behind 
them. Some people are inciting them and we know the 
main instigators, but as the president of the Republic 
himself usually called on us to be tolerant, we will try to 
first of all limit ourselves to our soldiers. We leave the 
others with their conscience, and we call on them to 
reflect and avoid manipulating our soldiers. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] What feelings did you have 
when you were promoted and nominated as head of the 
Army” 


[Guei] Pride and happiness. Some time ago, (during an 
interview by FRATERNITE MATIN at 0700 at the 
Army Headquarters) you heard me talking to officers 
and noncommissioned officers at a flag-raising cere- 
mony. 


Every Friday, we salute our flag in order to give to each 
of us the sense of patriotism. 


I told them recently that I was very happy to see that the 
president, the commander in chief of the Army, has 
renewed his trust in the Armed Forces, including all the 
Services. 
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He promoted me to the rank of general for more than my 
modest self. It was because he understood that the Army 
was loyal to him, that the Army was above all political 
controversy, and that the Army was there to guarantee 
the republican institutions. 


1 am very happy to see the president of the Republic, 
despite all that 1s said, keep his serenity and go on 
trusting his soldiers. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] You have the awesome task of 
being at the head of the National Armed Forces of Ivory 
Coast [FANCI] at a moment when this Army is daily 
interpellated by the opposition to account for its acts or 
gestures. What attitude can the Army have in such a 
context? 


{Guei] The attacks by the opposition, and it 1s sad to say, 
show that their perpetrators are not convinced Ivorians. 
If they had been confronted on a daily basis in the field 
during our operations to end destabilization attempts. 
they would not have had the courage to offend the Army, 
but what they keep on forgetting is that when you take a 
knife to kill someone and you give the same knife to a 
younger brother, you are indirectly asking him to kill you 
one day. 


The Army is the shield, the spearhead of the ruling 
power. 


I told Mr. Gbagbo [main opposition party leader] that 
when General de Gaulle was in power, the French 
Armed Forces, including all services, were serving the 
Republic, one and indivisible. When, along the way, 
there was a change, when the Socialist Party came to 
power, the French Armed Forces were not dissolved. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] An army ts a neutral institu- 
tion like the judiciary. 


{Guei] We should not be involved in this, in political 
debates, or in other comments. We know that many 
Ivorians are being manipulated. | pity them. I asked my 
soldiers to keep calm. When we act, we act in the best 
interest of the nation and for the happiness of the 
Ivorians. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] The opposition is intent op 
having its martyrs. 


{Guei] Imagine dead bodies, lifeless Ivorans. I think that 
you are not a good Ivorian if you want to see such a 
scene. A worthy Ivorian would never dream of or 
imagine the death of his brothers, but let us leave them 
with God and their conscience. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] In other words, General, you 
are reacting to what has been written in an Abidjan 
newspaper in which it was stated that two members of 
the military had reportedly disappeared. 


{Guei] Well we all belong to families, and do you think 
that a soldier can disappear and his parents will not 
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come to us? No soldier can die without an anr ounce- 
ment by the Ministry of Defense as prescribed by the 
regulations. When a soldier dies, we personally, as 
required by the regulations, go to Abidjan central mor- 
tuary. Fraternity in arms exists, and before preserving a 
body, we call in the parents to see 1t. We then call on the 
bereaved family to agree on how the funeral will be 
organized. So how can someone disappear when each of 
us belongs io a family? 


When an Ivorian enrolls, he is asked who should be 
contacted in case of an accident, for this 1s a highly msky 
profession. | think that untrue statements must be 
avoided. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] According to those newspa- 
pers, some dead soldiers are said to be linked to the 
Yopougon affair. Of course, a commission of inquiry has 
been set up, but nothing has been said on the role played 
by the Army in this affair? 


{Guei] No, I think that I will not even answer that 
question. 


The president of the Republic, one day at a mee’ ing of 
the National Council, while talking about the Logemad 
{Government Accommodation Board] dossier, advised 
Ivorians to learn how to leave magistrates to answer only 
their conscience and God. Since a renown magistrate is 
the chairman of the national commission of inquiry, let 
us drop the Yopougon dossier. 


There have been so many untrue statements. | asked the 
AFP journalist who was deported whether he had really 
seen me on the scene. He answered that he had been told 
so. Then I told him that was sad, especially when one is 
in such a delicate profession as that of a journalist. One 
must be extremely cautious and avoid inciting people to 
revolt with untrue statements. In the Yopougon affair 
there are accusations everywhere, and those are strate- 
gies our brothers are made to believe. Those who do so 
are not more intelligent than we. We ought to take up our 
responsibilities because we belong to a sovereign 
country. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] General, you said a while ago 
the military 1s being slandered and disparaged in some 
Ivorian newspapers. To what extent will you tolerate 
these attacks” 


[Guei] We belong to a society with traditions of thou- 
sands of years. If you disparage your own fetish before 
people, do you think that it wall be able to help you when 
you are in trouble some day” 


To the opposition I frankly say that it 1s a pity. It 1s a pity 
that from our barracks we note that Ivorians of that 
level—those very people whom we respect because we 
thought they were high-minded—are almost big kids 
Being in the opposition does not mean that one must act 
thoughtlessly 


Our president of the Republic, the commander in chef 
of the Armed Forces, has advised us to be calm and 
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patient. We have been taught patience as called for by 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, commander in chief 
of the Armed Forces. The time will come when with the 
authorization of the head of state, we react. 


'FRATERNITE MATIN] You will agree that this ques- 
tion is essential. Does the law allow the military to lodge 
a complaint against someone? 


[Guei] Yes of course! A soldier is first of all a citizen of 
the nation. We can lodge a complaint against anybody. 
We have been advised by the head of state to remain 
calm. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] General, you are yourself a 
favorite target of the opposition, which strives to create 
suspicion around you. 


{Guei] I think this 1s quite normal. One day, the presi- 
dent of the Republic had honored me with an audience 
which impressed me a lot. 


He told me: You cannot beat a child and at the same 
tume prevent him from crying. | think the opposition’s 
reactions are quite logical. What does the opposition 
want? 


The opposition wants to take to the streets, throw the 
Ivonan people out onto the streets with a view to 
destabilizing the country and plunging it into chaos. 


We are trying to avoid this and I made this clear to Mr. 
Gbagbo during one of these numerous marches. At that 
tume, they did not want the Democratic Party of Ivory 
Coast [PDCI}] Congress to take place, they did not want 
the pope to come, and they wanted the academic year to 
be invalidated. On each occasion, the Army has tried to 
be prompt in executing its duty to stop these distur- 
bances. So you understand that they cannot be happy 
with us because we are opposed to their ideology 


We know that they have some of the country’s disap- 
pointed people behind them. They are not even conspic- 
uous. Sometimes the opposition is manipulated. Some 
have given money to adolescents to buy gasoline and 
throw molotov cocktails on soldiers. We have all the 
information on this. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] You just mentioned that amid 
officers and men of the Army the commander 1s worth 
what his men are, didn't you” 


[Guei] This is correct. You know we must admit that if 
officers and men are bad, their commander cannot do 
anything. Efficiency in the Army depends on cohesion 
and comradeship in arms. Soldiers must correctly exe- 
cute the daily duties assigned to them. If the commander 
gives an order which cannot be executed, you undersiand 
that there will be disorder. 


The value of a commander depends of that of his men 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] You also stressed the need to 
maintain peace. 
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{Guei} I think that for Ivorians, if you are not inspired by 
peace then you are a dubious Ivorian. The president of 
the Republic has accustomed us to living in peace. This 
is not the case in the subregion. A lot of blood has been 
shed in neighboring countnes, but we hope this will not 
happen in Ivory Coast. I have told my soldiers that when 
this happens 11 is they who suffer because they handle the 
arms, they the soldiers form the combat troops. 


As for civilians, some ask for political asylum and this is 
what I was telling some members of the opposition, 
especially those of the faculty of law that I received here 
when we caught some compatriots red-handed while 
they were breaking ballot boxes during the presidential 
eiecuons 


In the event of any disorder, nobody will go into exile. 
You will remain here and we are going to fight. So you 
better search for peace and engage yourselves in good 
politics through dialogue. Peace is necessary for Ivori- 
ans. The happiness of Ivorians can only be achieved in 
peace, tolerance, and love. 


Wherever there ts disorder, there 1s bloodshed. We do 
not want that, and this 1s precisely the reason why we are 
calling on all and sundry to avoid disorder. 


The question 1s not to cause disorder in the country and 
run away. We will all stay here to fight. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] You were appointed chief of 
Defense Staff under certain conditions. The country was 
contronted with a crisis, notably in the Army. As soon as 
you assumed duty, you addressed the question of mili- 
tary discipline. Can we now take stock of the situation? 


{Guet} You know that in these times, as efforts are made 
to change mentality, 1 1s difficult to take stock of the 
situation, but we believe that 90 percent of military men 
have understood that the Army cannot exist without 
discipline. In my crusade, I am gratified to have the 
support of Defense Minister Leon Konan Koffi. 


[|FRATERNITE MATIN] Will the purge in the Army 
continue until there 1s discipline? 


[Guei| That is mght! When someone is running after you, 
it will not be in your inierest to stop running unless the 
person 1s tired 


As long as some men misbehave, we will not hesitate to 
implement sanctions. 


| told the soldiers: When I dismiss a man, I know I am 
creating a social problem. But a choice must be made: 
You either please one man along with his family to the 
detrmment of Ivory Coast, or you try and pursue the 
general interest 


Since the president wants us to place the general interest 
above individuals’ interest, we first reprimand individ- 
uals who violate our rules. We try to educate and make 
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people fall into line. Very often, 11 is only following repn- 
mands that we eventually decide to dismiss a soldier. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] Six months ago about 100 
people were dismissed. Has this figure gone up? 


[Guei] I do not really have the figures in mind, but we are 
well above that figure and we will continue to implement 
sanctions. If you take the liberty of coming late every 
day, I will punish you; if you do not make amends, you 
get sacked. 


The president of the Republic has gratified us by 
allowing us to retire at the age of 55, but this does not 
mean we should flout the rules every day. Without 
compliance with the rules, no orders would be effective 
because the Army ts an institution. 


Even in your agencies, there are rules that you cannot 
violate with impunity. You must do what your boss 
wants you to do; otherwise you will be held responsible. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] Can you recount the Bassam 
incident in which discipline was once again flouted? 


{Guei] | punished these young soldiers because they were 
sent to the schools in Bassam to maintain law and order. 
Even when your chiefs give you time off, you are 
required to remain in the barracks; you are not allowed 
to gO Out to town. I punished them because of their 
disgraceful behavior. 


A soldier must be able to make sacrifices, even for 
months. That is what sailors do when they are perma- 
nently at sea. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] Another equally important 
problem is security. In this regard, there are more and 
more Ivorians requesting that their soldiers go out into 
the streets to see to their security. What do you say to 
that? 


{Guei] The Army is the last recourse. Last week the 
president asked me to do everything to assist the police. 
We are doing our best. In a game, everyone should be 
happy and convinced. The work of the minister of 
internal security 1s not an easy task; our brothers in the 
police should make an effort. 


We put some of our men at their disposal, but once they 
are in the field | am not the one giving orders. There 1s a 
police prefect who should make use of these men. 
Despite our shortage, we have just dispatched 160 men 
to assist the police. 


The prime minister has made security one of his prior- 
ties, or even his priority. Policemen should help us assist 
them 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] You have just spoken of 160 
soldiers being sent to the police service. This figure 
seems insufficient to us. 
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[Guei] No, they will come from all sectors of the same 
professional body, even the forest rangers. They will be 
trained to help the people. These are welcome initiatives 
from the minister of interior and security. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] One gets the impression that 
the Army is understaffed and at the same time, for 
economic reasons, recruitment into the Army has been 
suspended. Can this situation not be reviewed? 


{Guei] We have suspended recruitment until further 
notice to enable the prime minister and the president of 
the Republic to readjust the country’s economic 
machinery. 


God has always blessed us and it 1s our wish that He 
continue to bless us. 


Today, we believe that priority must be given to the 
economic revival and not to recruiting a great number of 
youth into the Army. And what kind of youth are we 
speaking about? Those that are allowing themselves to be 
manipulated at school? That is why as far as our recruit- 
ment is concerned for this year, we have limited entrance 
exams to the military schools only. 


[FRATERNITE MATIN] General, Ivorians are asking 
themselves: What are our soldiers doing t day as far as 
intelligence is concerned? Actually, the Army’s intelli- 
gence is—and by chance—found in the newspapers. 
What can you say about this? 


{Guei] That 1s what I rightly deplore. We leave these 
soldiers to their consciences. This is even what I told the 
soldiers who, in case of any disorder, will seek political 
asylum. Therefore, it is in their interest to help us in 
order to help the Ivorian people. 


{|FRATERNITE MATIN] At one meeting there was talk 
about the soldiers’ living conditions. At that time you 
gave an assurance that you were going to make this issue 
your priority. What 1s the situation on this issue? 


{Gue'] You are giving me the opportunity to renew our 
thanks to the head of state on behalf of the Army. He 
provided us with a special fund, and he asked the prime 
minister to continue to help us. 


When you go out of this office, take a look at the soldiers 
on guard. They are putting on new boots which the Army 
had not been able to buy for the past 10 years. Today we 
have been able to provide our soldiers with the min- 
imum for their living. 


The other day I rejected 4,000 pairs of Ranger boots 
because their quality was lower than those we had 
ordered. These 4,000 pairs of boots cost about 233 
million CFA francs [figure as published]. Each bed has 
already been provided with a mattress. Each soldier has 
a mosquito net. We have just acquired six complete sets 
of equipment for laboratory tests. This means that any 
gendarme or soldier who becomes sick will no longer 
have to be brought down from Odienne for laboratory 
tests here. We have set up laboratory centers at Korhogo 
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and in all the garrisons in order to limit personnel 
movements. Take a look at the issue of rehabilitation. At 
the Akouedo barracks, we have rehabilitated the build- 
ings. We are rehabilitating one in order to transform it 
into a museum for the Army. We are currently in a 
rehabilitation phase. 


To Ivorians, I can only express my thanks for the 
confidence they have piaced in us. Let those whose 
profession is to denigrate us know that they have nothing 
to gain by denigrating the Army. Even if by chance they 
come to power, they will be the first to ask the soldiers to 
Stand at attention. It is when one is not in power that he 
must behave well by respecting the regulations. The 
Army, as Mr. Laurent Gbagbo has said. is not part of the 
political debate. People should leave the Army alone. 
People should not provoke vs in order to cause blood- 
shed; actually, that is their dream. It is a pity because it 
was not through violence that President Houphouet- 
B.igny came to power. People must not seek to provoke 
the soldiers. 


Military Men Arrested in Attempted Bid for Power 


1.D3007141691 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] In Ivory Coast, members of the military impli- 
cated in an attempted bid for power have been arrested. 
This was announced by General Robert Guei, chief of 
staff, in an interview to the daily FRATERNITE 
MATIN. The general points out that this action, the 
nature of which he does not reveal, was due to take place 
today. 


The daily LA VOIX, which 1s close to the Ivornan 
Popular Front, states that two military men have report- 
edly died after being treated poorly. It publishes their 
names and those of the 15 military men recently 
arrested. 


Houphouet-Boigny Addresses PDC! Rally 


EA3007071591 Abidjan Radiodiffusion lvoirienne 
Radio in French 1930 GMT 27 Jul 91 


[Excerpts] This morning more than 3,000 grass-roots 
activists of the Democratic Party of Ivory Coast-African 
Democratic Rally [PDCI-RDA] besieged the Hotel Ivo- 
ire’s Congress Palace. Those activists, who come from 
the interior, Abidjan, and its suburbs, made it a point to 
be in communion with the PDCI chairman, President 
Houphouet-Boigny. The communion was total upon the 
arrival in the hall of President Houphouet-Boigny. who 
was welcomed by heavy applause and placards reading: 
We Want the PDCI; The PDCI Will Live On, Long Live 
Houphouet-Boigny. All of them wanted to reiterate their 
unflinching support for the PDCI-RDA chairman and 
his ideals. 


Successively, Miss Koffi, spokesman for women, Mr. 
Lansine, representative of the youth: the PDCI-RDA 
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support groups representative, Daouda Traore, represen- 
tative of the groups of foreigners residing in Ivory Coast; 
and the spokesman for the activists from the interior of 
the country addressed ihe audience to assure the PDCI 
chairman of their support but also to firmly denounce a 
number of evils undermining the party. They made 
criticisms as well as concrete proposals relating to the life 

the PDCI, the organization, and the establishment of 
the new structures adopted by the ninth PDCI-RDA 
congress in Yamoussoukro. 


Replying, President Flix Houphouet-Boigny called on 
the PDCI-RDA activists to end all personal quarrels so 
that the PDCI can continue to be stronger and more 
united in this new political context, the multiparty 
system. It is time—high time—to take up the true 
challenge, which, according to him, 1s underdevelop- 
ment. Let us listen to him: 


[Begin recording] [passage omitted] The true danger 1s 
that we do not know our common duty in the face of the 
sole and true problems that confront us. We must 
overcome underdevelopment; we must take up the 
underdevelopment challenge. We can do it only in 
mutual! confidence, tolerance, friendship, and— why not 
say this word since it comes from God, God himself 
being love—in love, the love that we have to foster for 
one another. [applause] The RDA will live on and will 
live forever. [audience applauds and chants: 
‘*Houphouet'’’} [passage omitted] Your president, whom 
you love and who loves you more than you love him 
[applause] is a man who will pass away—he will pass 
away—but what will not pass away and cannot pass away 
is our Ivory Coast. The PDCI-RDA should long be the 
party through which the country expresses itself. [audi- 
ence applauds and chants: “Houphouet!"’] [passage 
omitted} I say and I repeat what I have already said: All 
changes are possible in Ivory Coast on the condition that 
they are carried out in order and peace. [applause] 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Opposition Daily on Tortures, Arrests in Army 


{B30071S409] Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
30 Jul Yi p4 


[By Aime Mian Kado] 


[Excerpts] In our 25 July edition we reported the death 
ot two military men who were tortured at Army Head- 
quarters. In today’s edition, we provide further informa- 
tron on the circumstances leading to the arrest of these 
soldiers and a list—certainly partial—of soldiers who 
have already been arrested. 


According to a communique issued by the Ministry of 
Defense, soldiers Benjamin Liade Ble and Souleymane 
Kamagate are really dead. But what caused their death? 
We have already announced that they were tortured by 
the Army’s intelligence service at the headquarters. 
W hat charges were made against them? According to the 
security men who went to Liade’s house, the two men 
aspired to become president of the Republic! In fact, on 
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19 July at 2200, plainclothes soldiers entered Liade’s 
house and arrested him without any justification. On 2! 
July, other soldiers went back to Liade’s house—first at 
1500 then at 2000—and finally told his parents that their 
son wanted to become president of the Republic and has 
had an accident. The parents. who were surprised 
retorted that their son only held a primary school leaving 
certificate; they were surprised that he should aspire to 
such a post. Despite their insistence, they were given no 
further details. They only read further details in last 
Thursday’s edition of LA VOIE. According to a list in 
Our possession, the following soldiers have been arresied 
[passage omitted listing |7 privates and corporals] 


Five of them have reportedly been set free. This stir in 
the Army has not gone unnoticed. According to certain 
soldiers, their colleagues under arrest might actually 
have been eyewitnesses to the famous Yopougon inci- 
dents. They were promised promotions and money in 
exchange for their silence, but since these promises are 
taking too long to be fulfilled, some of these soldiers have 
reportedly become disgruntled. Their officers suspect 
they may want to disclose secrets. [passage omitted] 


Apart from this series of arrests, 1t should be noted that 
there is a stir in the entire Army. Meetings are being held 
to appease the minds and avoid an uprising similar to 
that of last year. As a matter of fact, soldiers are 
complaining that only their colleagues from the Air 
Transport and Liaison Group have been recruited into 
the police because their unit chiefs have prevenicd them 
from joining this exercise. [passage omitted] 


The fundamental problem 1s that in these troubled times. 
the Army is mobilized to such an extent that if many 
men join the police, their departure from the Army will 
leave a vacuum because no more recruitment ts taking 
place. Meanwhile, the military complain that they are 
being overutilized. In the meantime, the chief of Detense 
Staff has been promoted. There are actually two ways a 
disgruntled soldier can be silenced: by promoting him o: 
giving him money. It is hoped that the current changes 
will be limited to the Army alone because the military 
constitutes the greatest obstacle to democracy in Ivory 
Coast, a democracy which 1s already quite threatened 


Liberia 


BBC Reports Continued AFL-NPFL Fighting 


AB300718159] London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1708 GMT 29 Jul YI 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text} There have been persistent reports recently of 
continuing fighting in Liberia's Grand Gedeh County 
near the Ivory Coast border. It is apparently between 
soldiers of the Armed Forces of Libera, AFL, loya! to the 
late President Samuel Doe, and Charles Taylor's NPFI 
{National Patriotic Front of Liberia] rebels. Grand 
Gedeh is the home region of Doe and his Krahn tribe 


40 WEST AFRICA 


and apparently the fighting has been bitter. Well today, 
one of those soldiers, Phillip Johnson, called us up from 
Abidjan in Ivory Coast. He said he had come to Danane 
on the Liberian border and wanted to tell us about the 
fighting. John Okello asked him how bad things were: 


[Begin recording] [Johnson] It 1s tough, 1t 1s tough. But 
one thing 1s we do not have enough ammunitions. The 
arms are not enough and the NPFL has the upper hand. 
They are bringing them every day. 


[Okello] Why have you left the fighting? 
[Johnson] I left because I was captured. 
[Okello} You were captured by who? 
[Johnson] By Taylor's group. 


[Okello] And what happened to you after you were 
captured” 


[Johnson] Ok. There was a lady, a woman, part of the 
rebels, she was a member of the rebels, and this lady and 
myself [are] from one town in Lofa County. And so she 
told her people not to kill me. She managed to bring me 
to Gbarnga, the headquarters of Taylor, where I spent 21 
days. 


[Okello} How did you spend your 21 days? 


[Johnson] Well she took me to her husband and so they 
kept me at home for 2! days until the lady managed to 
put me in one of the rebel commander's cars. You know 
they are always stealing things like video and others to 
bring to Danane for sale. And so one commander having 
so many things, including hospital items, he was bringing 
them to Danane for sale, and they put me in the car. That 
was how I managed to get to Danane. As soon as I got to 
Danane, he advised me I should not sleep there. So I got 
to Danane around four. And six o'clock in the evening 
time | took up the bus for Abidjan. I arrived in Abidjan 
yesterday five a.m. in the morning and I have decided to 
let the world know that the fighting 1s still going on, even 
though ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] 1s trying, but they have not done anything 
yet concerning peace. 


[Okello] So you are speaking from where now? 
[Johnson] From Abidja:. 
[Okello] Do you p!.n to go back to Libera? 


[Johnson] Well sight now, if you give me 10 million I 
cannot go back until I see peace again! [end recording] 


Government Working With Ivory Coast on Refugees 


AB3107071091 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 30 Jul ¥1 


[Excerpt] The Government of Liberia 1s said to be 
arranging with the Government of the Ivory Coast and 
the UNHCR [UN High Commissioner for Refugees] in 
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the Ivory Coast to facilitate the return of more Liberian 
refugees. In an ELBC interview yesterday, the director of 
the National Repatriation Commission, Mr. (Somoh 
Kup), said the difficulties experienced by the returnees 
were due to constraints in having refugees transported to 
Abidjan from remote areas of the Ivory Coast. Mr. 
(Kupi) said a delegation from the Liberian Government 
is in the Ivory Coast to work out a comprehensive 
repatriation program with the UNHCR and the Ivorian 
Government. 


In his independence day message, the interim president, 
Dr. Sawyer, pledged his government's commitment to 
repatriate Liberians who are now displaced in neigh- 
boring countries. Since the repatriation program began, 
government has brought back home more than 40,000 
Liberians from neighboring countries. [passage omitted] 


Mali 


Toure Opens CTSP National Conference 29 Jul 


AB2907184691 Bamako Radiodiffusion- Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1000 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Opening address b, Lieutenant Colonel Amadou 
Toumani Toure, head of state and chairman of the 
Transition Committee for National Salvation (CTSP) at 
the Malian national conference in Bamako on 29 July— 
live] 


[Excerpts] Honorable delegates to the national confer- 
ence, members of government. honorable members of 
the diplomatic and consular corps. representatives of 
countnes and international! organizations accredited to 
Mali, dear invited guests 


I wish y welcome and entreat you to observe a 
moment of silence in memory of the victims of the 
events of January and March and to the memory of all 
the civilian and military victims whom the entire nation 
has been lamenting for one year now as a result of the 
events that have been shaking the north of our country. 
[one minute interval of silence] | thank you 


Ladies and Gentlemen, the recent history of the world, 
and that of Africa in particular, forms part of the struggle 
of peoples and men for the advent of an era of freedom. 
In Mali, this search for freedom has undergone a partic- 
ularly significant surge in the course of the years | ?90- 
1991, when rebel movements in the north and political, 
trade union, and professional organizations throughout 
the country entered into conflict with the one-party 
regime, whose logic of reasoning led to the stifling of 
fundamental freedoms. In addition, the former regime 
built clans around itself which indulged in a systematic 
plundering of our economy. [passage omitted] 


The arrogance and lack of concern of the former leaders 
coupled with the frustration and humiliation of the 
people. who were subjected to social injustices and all 
kinds of mistreatment. pushed the entire country to react 
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in keeping with the nature of the Malian people, who 
have never accepted dictatorship and the confiscation of 
their fundamental rights. [passage omitted] In the face of 
the rising demands of our people for democracy, the 
former regime embarked on a multifaceted repression 
that led to a macabre spiral of violence and death, as well 
as the destruction, indeed the annihilation, of the coun- 
try’s economic fabric. [passage omitted] In this spiral of 
repression, the Coordination of Associations and the 
Armed and Security Forces took up their total and 
committed responsibility to bring a dictatorial and 
bloody regime to an end. [passage omitted] 


Ladies and Gentlemen, this simple objective that we 
have set for ourselves imperatively demands that we 
pursue the way of national reconciliation, which implies 
tolerance and a desire to live together despite our differ- 
ences. [passage omitted] In other words, national recon- 
ciliation is the source of social peace, without which 
there can be no democracy. The search for democracy 1s 
our constant concern, and it led to the struggle that our 
people were obliged to wage and which they are con- 
tinu:ng to wage. [passage omitted] The CTSP and all the 
social forces that emerged after 26 March have agreed to 
hold this national conference. Our national conference 
has a specific character. It 1s not the work of outdated 
forces, nor 1s it the work of a dictatorial regime, on which 
it would have been necessary to impose it. [passage 
omitted] Mali’s national conference 1s a democratic 
forum proposed and organized by the forces of change. 


The national conference should be a place for fruitful 
rediscovery between Malian democrats of all sensibili- 
ties Organized into parties and associations or otherwise. 
It will have on the agenda the design of a number of 
instruments that will help to deepen the democratic 
drive. These will be a draft constitution, a charter of 
parties, and an electoral code. Concerning the constitu- 
tion, the conference will determine by your definition 
the organization of public powers, the form of govern- 
ment, and the ordering of relations between the gover- 
nors and the governed. The constitution should be for us 
a totality of texts and procedures that will indicate how 
power will be taken up, how it will be wielded, and how 
it will be handed over. As such, the document deserves 
very special attention, which I insistently summon you 
to give it. 


The charter of parties should designate specially a col- 
lection of rules that are agreed upon between the state 
and a representation of citizens grouped within political 
parties. Except for future amendments, the charter, by 
solemnly defining the mghts and responsibilities appli- 
cable to the political parties, will constitute a basic act of 
lasting judicial interrelationship. The last document on 
the agenda of the conference 1s the electoral code. This 
must be understood to be a collection of rules that deals 
with electoral matters. It 1s these rules that are going to 
guide the tiniest details of the various elections. At the 
time of the elections, it is these rules that will sanction 
the correct implementation of any shortcomings that are 
noted. 
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The charter of parties and the electoral code together, as 
succinctly defined, deserve the same attention as does 
the constitution. | call your particular attention to this 
because it 1s crucial for our country’s future. I, therefore. 
invite yOu to pay the necessary attention to this because 
the national conference is committed to a societal pro- 
gram that is more tolerant, being more open to our 
country’s real concerns. Tomorrow, future generations 
will judge us on the basis of the type of society that we 
leave them. 


Once again, history has given us the duty of making this 
national conference a place of dialogue and consultation 
for strengthening reconciliation and national unity, 
social peace, and security so that democracy may tr- 
umph and be further consolidated. The success of the 
conference will also depend on respect for its internal 
regulations because the failure to observe them may lead 
to unfortunate excesses that can entail very serious 
dangers. 


Consequently, we are asking all the participants in the 
national conference to examine these documents with a 
spirit of responsibility and to grasp not just its mere 
form, but its patriotic nature as well. Each and everyone 
must make it a duty to analyze them thoroughly, con- 
tribute to their enrichment, and see to it that the Malian 
conference is also as original and beautiful as the 26 
March victory 


Ladies and gentlemen, before ending my address, | 
would like to draw your attention to a government 
document entitled the State of the Nation, which will be 
introduced to you by the prime minister. This document, 
which 1s in reality the government's contribution, 1s 
aimed at better informing you on our country’s eco- 
nomic, administrative, and social realities. While 
wishing you full success. | declare open the national 
conference of Mali. [applause] Long live a Mal: that ts 
united, eternal, and democratic! Thank you. 


National Conference Begins in “General Chaos’ 


AB3007172691 Bamako Radiodiffusion- Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] The proceedings of the national conference 
began today in an atmosphere of tension and general 
chaos. Already yesterday, the conference experienced its 
first crisis On a procedural issue: Should the conference 
bureau be set up before discussing the rules of procedure, 
or vice versa? The session was suspended after 2000 
because the delegates asked that the participants be 
identified first. 


It has reportedly been announced that a coordination 
group of 22 political parties has been formed out of the 
40 parties present at the conference. They reportedly 
want full and complete sovereignty for the conference 
To prevent them from achieving their aim, the associa- 
tions and democratic movements failed to abide by the 
quota of one representative per association. Certain 
associations were reportedly represented by | 0 delegates 
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The denunciation of this discovery by the coordination 
of the 22 parties during the verification of mandates 
occupied the whole morning. After the recess, the pro- 
ceedings finally began with the examination of the rules 
of procedure, which have just been adopted. [passage 
omitted] 


Traore, Other Officers Released From Active Duty 


AB2907193591 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mal: Radio in French 0700 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Text] Following a decision by the chairman of the 
Transition Committee for the Salvation of the People 
[CTSP] and head of state, the following officers are 
relieved from active duty in conformity with Ordinance 
No.91/031P/CTSP of 16 July: 


Generals: Moussa Traore, Filifing Sissoko, Sekou Ly; 
Baba Diarra; Amara Danfaga; Sorry Ibrahima Sylla; 
Abdoulaye Ouologuem, and Mamadou Coulibaly. 


Colonels: Abdourahmane Maiga, Issa Ongoiba, (Koke 
Dembele), Daba Coulibaly, Mamadou Sanogo, and 
Sekou Doumbia. 


Lieutenant Colonels: (Tchibili Demba Diallo), (Kore- 
chia Guibou Tall), Sekou Doumbia; Amadou Sissoko; 
Mamadou Traore, Ousmane Marga; (Assimi Souley- 
mane Maga), (Amadoune Maiga); and Mahamane Ibra- 
hima Dicko 


Majors: Kalifa Goita, Alassane Diallo; Karamako Toure, 
Mamadou Konipo, Imba Kourouma, (Tiadian: Bal); 
Tiekoura Coulibaly; Ousmane Sidi Bada, Souleymane 
Kone, and (Flakoro Samake). 


Captains: Oumarou Soumare, (Dabele Kamak:), Sekou 
Diarra, Lacine Traore. Amidou Mariko, Moussa Cisse; 
Lamine Konate, Gnanamba Traore, Charles Camara, 
(Ambarou OQuologuem), Mahame Hachim, (Toutou 
Diallo); Bakary Traore. Souleymane Dembele, 
Mohamed Ag Amatal; Samba Traore; (Amadourou Ous- 
mane Diallo), Marie-Bernard Sangare, (Mahamane Ag 
Amamalou), Ousmane Diarra, and (Abdul Fatah Diallo). 


Lieutenants: Daba Diarra, Cheick Oumar Coulibaly; 
Jean-Pierre Traore, (Surmatue Traore), Boubacar Keita, 
Sirakoro Sangare. (Touman: Ye Sidibe) 


There are eight generals, six colonels, nine lieutenant 
colonels, 10 mayors, 21 captains, and seven lieutenants. 
The officers concerned will be released from active duty 
as of | August 


Niger 
Ali Saibou Opens National Conference 29 Jul 
182907221091 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 


in French 1900 GMT 29 Jul 91 


{Report on President Ali Saibou'’s opening address at 
national conference in Niamey on 29 July] 
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[Text] The national conference of our country’s active 
forces, which will among other things appoint a govern- 
ment, set up an interim legislative body, and prepare an 
electoral timetable for the first multiparty elections, 
opened this afternoon at the Niamey Sports Hall. About 
1,200 delegates representing the country’s various socio- 
political strata, including in particular some 20 odd 
political parties and several associations, are taking part 
in the national conference. 


The opening ceremony was chaired by General Ali 
Saibou, head of state. In a long speech he described the 
country’s socioeconomic situation, which he said 1s 
particularly worrying. General Ali Saibou urged the 
participants at this conference to identify the true causes 
of this situation so that the necessary remedial measures 
may be adopted. 


For President Ali Saibou, whether we are talking of the 
economic and social spheres or about public finances. 
the idea will be to better grasp, under the auspices of the 
democratic system, the political dimension of develop- 
ment and [words indistinct] our delegates. In a nutshell, 
the idea will be, in the final analysis, to map out the 
framework that will (°strengthen) the country on the 
basis of an objective diagnosis of the present political. 
economic, and social situation. 


{Begin Saibou recording] You all know that everyone. 
both inside and outside the country, 1s watching the 
progress of your deliberations and look forward to the 
outcome with the keenest interest. You have no mght to 
disappoint them, especially those inside the country, to 
start with. The departments on behalf of which you are 
here, and then those abroad who are watching you, will 
judge by the seriousness of your deliberations the oppor- 
tuneness of continuing to back our efforts and forging 
ahead with us on the path of cooperation with a view to 
our development. | am convinced that the outcome can 
be positive, provided you know how to distinguish the 
essential from the nonessential and the accessory, pro 
vided you are able to demonstrate reciprocal under- 
Standing, tolerance, and that you agree to differ, and 
provided you can exclude from your discussiois blind 
emotion, prejudices, and resentment. 


To be effective, your discussions must always remain 
objective and cordial, always elevated and constructive 
always courteous and brotherly, [words indistinct}, The 
purpose 1s not to destroy individuals, initiate heated 
prosecutions, or divide the citizens of Niger. The idea 1s 
not to indulge in personal squabbles nor to dig into the 
garbage cans of history, but to act in such a way that all 
sons and daughters of Niger are able to effectively 
contribute to building their country, which needs such 
contributions so badly. The time has come for a combi- 
nation of efforts, the pooling of imaginative ideas and 
intelligence, for the country needs neither condemna- 
tions nor (explosives). [end recording} 


The president also urged all Niger men and women to 
constantly bear in mind these (eternal virtues) and the 
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imperatives that bind us today. These include national 
unity, a concern for justice and fairness, and respect for 
the rights and freedoms of each person. 


{Begin Saibou recording] I therefore urge you to make no 
discrimination among the participants at this confer- 
ence. You are all here as Niger citizens, with equal rights 
and responsibilities and with the same mission: that of 
reflecting on the future of this country and the ways and 
means to get there. There should be no group of distinct 
Niger citizens with voting rights, on the one hand, and 
Niger citizens who are entirely aloof, watching the pro- 
ceedings, and enduring them, on the other hand. 
{applause} 


This surely 1s one of the very first points to clarify as this 
conference begins. There are others on which the official 
government delegation expressed reservations during the 
discussions of the preparatory commission. The com- 
mission only put forward proposals, which you may 
freely amend and enrich. There 1s, 1n particular, the 
crucial issue of fair representation of the various 
national organizations and associations at this confer- 
ence. You are aware of the numerous protests as well as 
the proposals which emanated from the preparatory 
commission. 


You are also aware of all the efforts that | personally 
made to secure greater fairness for our major national 
associations. We unfortunately came up against fixed 
ideas and prejudices, but as I had occasion to state, no 
one, whether inside the country or abroad, will under- 
stand how a meeting of this kind can take place in Niger 
without the farmers, the herdsmen, the rural youth, the 
women, the traditional chieftains having a logical repre- 
sentation. [applause] It is therefore highly desirable that 
the national conference make the necessary corrections 
so that this forum may truly become that of the Niger 
nation in all its components. 


Al any rate, history will judge you on the basis of your 
deeds and your decisions. It will severely judge those 
who sought to turn this national forum into an instru- 
ment of their selfish ambitions. It will severely judge 
those who will have lost the exceptional opportunity that 
was given them to involve all citizens of Niger in a 
common (reflection) on their common destiny. It will 
strongly condemn those who would have made this 
conference one of hatred, of discord, and of division 
among the citizens of Niger. [end recording] 


Government Walks Out of ‘Sovereign’ Conference 


AB3007215791 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Excerpts] This afternoon, the national conference pro- 
claimed its sovereignty. Listen again to the event as it 
happened: 


{Begin unidentified delegate recording] Article |. The 
national conference is sovereign. It will freely set its 
Standing regulations and its agenda. 
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Article 2. The duties of the national conference include 
drawing up a balance sheet of past and current activities 
in all sectors of national life to draw lessons: identifying 
collective and individual responsibilities; drawing up 
new orientations on the country’s political, economic, 
and sociocultural life during the transition period and in 
particular, drawing up a new basis upon which the future 
constitution and other fundamental laws will be built, 
drawing up the electoral timetable; setting up a body to 
monitor the implementation of the national conference's 
decisions; and finally, examining any other matter of 
national interest. 


Article 3. The national conference has mandatory and 
execulive powers. [passage omitted] [applause] [end 
recording] 


It will be recalled that this morning’s deliberations, 
which were to have centered on the statutes and the 
standing regulations of the conference, turned into a war 
of words over the issue of quotas. [passage omitted] 


As soon as the national conference resumed its deliber- 
ations this afternoon, the government delegates hard- 
ened their stand and withdrew from the conference. It 
will be noted, however, that the members of the Supreme 
Court remained in the conference hall. [passage omitted] 


{Dakar PANA in English at 1854 GMT in a Niamey 
ANP/PANA- datelined item adds the following: “The 
100 delegates representing the government, National 
Assembly and the National Council for Development 
Tuesday evening walked out of Niger's national confer- 
ence which opened in Niamey Monday. The delegates. 
who protested at the low representation of the rural 
populace (64 representatives without voting rights), 
vowed not to return to the conference until ‘a just 
solution is found to the problem of quota.’ 


[““Meanwhile, the representatives of the national Armed 
Forces failed to turn up at the conference. Out of the 
1.204 delegates with voting rights, only 1,049 were 
present Tuesday at the conference.” 


Sierra Leone 


Momoh Cautions Those Forming Political Parties 


AB2907131591 Freetown SLBS Radio in Enelish 
2000 GMT 27 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] President Joseph Saidu Momoh has warned 
that those who have already embarked on the formation 
of political parties, ignoring existing conditions and the 
rules and regulations which govern the practice of the 
new multiparty democracy, are beginning to contravene 
the law. They are already spoiling the rules of the game 
and should not take government's inaction on the matter 
as cowardice. 


President Momoh, who was addressing Sierra Leonean 
Muslims from this year’s Hadj in Mecca, reiterated that 
there is nothing wrong with this country’s return to 
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multiparty democracy as long as it is practiced in a 
decent and civilized manner, thereby eschewing trib- 
alism. violence, vandalism, arson, and other mistakes of 
the past. He observed that though freedom of association 
is entrenched in our Constitution, the formation of 
parties must be done within the prescribed rules and 
regulations 


The head of state spoke of the forthcoming referendum 
on the return to multipartyism and assured the Muslim 
pilgrims that the modalities for the formation of political 
parties and the general elections will come into practice 
soon after the results of the referendum. [passage 
omitted] 


PRC ‘Goodwill’ Delegation Calls on Momoh 


{183007222491 Freetown SLBS Radio in Enelish 
2000 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Teat] A special five-man goodwill delegation from the 
PRC today paid a courtesy call on President Momoh at 
State House. The delegation 1s here to witness the official 
handing over ceremony of the new military headquarters 
complex at (Korki North) in Freetown and the 20th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Sierra Leone and the PRC. 


Welcoming the delegation to Sierra Leone, President 
Momoh recalled that his first official visit outside Africa 
when he assumed the presidency 1n 1986 was to the PRC 
ahere he held fruitful and useful deliberations which 
resulted in a package, including the erection of the new 
military headquarters complex which has now material- 
ized. President Momoh said it was a wonderful coinci- 
dence that the realization of the project has occurred 
when both countries are celebrating 20 years of cordial, 
intimate, and trendly relations, adding that Chinese- 
accomplished projects in this country cannot be easily 
quantitied despite China's status as a developing 
country. He registered the appreciation of the Govern- 
ment and people of Sierra Leone for China’s continued 
assistance to this country 


Earlier, the leader of the delegation, Mr. (Li Cha Kan), 
conveyed greetings from the president of the Chinese 
Government and the CPC, including President Yang 
Shangkun and Prime Minister Li Peng, and commended 
President Momoh for his efforts to further develop the 
cordial relations between Sierra Leone and China. 


Togo 


National Conference Continues Deliberations 


182607181091 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 26 Jul 91 


‘Excerpts}] All members of the Togolese Government 
should o* ‘sa before being allowed to leave the 
country _cision was made yesterday by the 


national conierence, and it will apply to former ministers 
and state employees who hold a responsible post. It 15 
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also reported that an important debate took place about 
former Togolese president, Sylvanus Olympio. Homage 
was rendered, and his role in the struggle for indepen- 
dence was praised. The conference also adopted Act 3 of 
the conference after long discussions. Our specia! 
reporter, Crepin Ganga, has the details: 


[Begin Ganga recording] After an amendment, Act 3 of the 
national conference was finally adopted last night by acc!a- 
mation. The participants also discussed the transfer of funds 
during the conference. The act demands the assets of the 
Rally of Togolese People [RPT] and the National Conted- 
eration of Togolese Workers be frozen and reaffirms the 
sovereignty of the conference which can summon any c1!- 
izen to account at any time for his acts 


The members of the government, with two exceptions. 
had reserves about the decision. RPT Chairman Mr. 
Klorto protested what he called the dictatorship of the 
sovereign national conference. Let us listen to him. [end 
recording] 


[Begin Klorto recording] Since the advent of the multi- 
party system in Africa, no case of dissolution of the 
single ruling party or the liquidation of its assets by a 
national conference has been registered. This would be a 
dictatorship of all dictatorships. [participants shout} 
[passage omitted] So there 1s no question of dissolving or 
liquidating the RPT or freezing its assets. This party was 
created a long time agy, in 1969. 


We therefore vigorously protest the legality of the above- 
mentioned Article | of Act 3 and categorically reject it 
[participants shout] We will take this opportunity to 
reaffirm that the RPT will not be dissolved either today 
or tomorrow. [participants shout] [end recording] 


[Begin Ganga recording] In addition to Act 3 of the 
conference, yesterday afternoon was also marked by new 
communications and the representative of the legislative 
power agreed with the participants on the need fo: 
change. [end recording} 


Discusses Human Rights 


AB3007090891 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 0615 GMT 28 Jul 91 


[Excerpts] The proceedings of the Togolese nationa! 
conference continued yesterday at Hotel 2 Fevricr in 
Lome. Here is a report by Bawa Sevede on what took 
place yesterday: 


{Begin Sevede recording] The conference did not find it 
easy to adopt the agenda today. It 1s true that the 
reactions .o the revelations made on the eve concerning 
human rights violations are so strong that the conference 
participants wanted to know more about the atrocities 
committed in our prisons and other centers of correc- 
tion. This justified everyone's insistence to hear, before 
the general debate proposed by the presidium, al! the 
reports relating to human rights violations in our 
country, especially those of the National Commission on 
Human Rights [CNDH] which was demanded by the 
overwhelming majority of participants. Unfortunate!s 
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the CNDH delegate was absent trom the hall at that 
moment. [passage omitted] 


Most of the participants, including Interior and Security 
Minister Yao Komlavi, acknowledged that all discus- 
sions on human mghts violations were premature as long 
as all the reports had not been given. The conference. 
therefore, adopted the following agenda: report on the 
previous session, continuation of reports, and miscella- 
neous items. It must be said that several delegates 
pointed out anomalies in this agenda, which Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation Minister Yaovi: Adodo and 
Komla Agbetiafa, former interior minister and former 
pretect of Touioumboa, found the expression “they 
claimed” to be tendentious. [passage omitted] 
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After the return from the second suspension of session at 
2010, the conference went on to miscellaneous matters. 
On this occasion, Monsignor Sodjro proposed the imme- 
diate formation of the two commissions proposed in Act 
Number 3. The first commission, called the special 
commission, will be responsible for probing the assets of 
the Togolese People’s Rally [RPT] and the National 
Confederation of Togolese Workers [CNTT], and the 
second commission, which will be an ad hoc commis- 
sion, will be responsible for authorizing the financial 
commitments of the state, parastatals, and others in 
order to prevent the transfer of tunds abroad. Every 
commission, according to the chairman of the pre- 
sidium, must comprise 10 members at most. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 
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